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My Lord, 
T's not your high Birth, 
and exalted Quality, that 
is the Cauſe of my ſeek- 
ing you out for a Patron to the 
following Sheets, your Lord- 
ſhip very well knows, that 


ſound- | 


DEDICATION. 


ſounding Titles, unaccompa- 


nied with Merit, are things I gen 
little ſet by; a baſe Man loaded 170 
with Honours may, like falſe | hi 
Money appear gay to the Sight, b) 


but will ever want with me 
Weight and Currency. Repu- 
tation to the great, is like the 
Cryſtal which we place before 
Paſtils or Crayons, which tho 
but a brittle and delicate Co- 
ver, yet it preſerves the Pic- 
ture itſelf from periſhing; it's 
therefore the good Heart you 
poſſeſs, and a twenty Years Ex- 
perience of your Virtues that 
enduces 
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DEDICATION. 


z enduces me to love and reſpect 


you: Your Lordſhip however 
highly and deſervedly favour' d, 


by the beſt and greateſt Prince 


alive, never yet let the Courtier 
ſwallow up or efface the Ties 
of Friendſhip, Humanity, and 
Benevolence, which the whole 
World allows to exiſt in you 
in a perfect Manner; ſo that 
the longeſt Abſence will but 
the more indear you to thoſe 
who have the Honour to know 
you; it's true, by Diſtance, you 
ue under the preſent unavoid- 
| able Diſadvantages of having 
A 3 your 
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DEDICATION. 
your good Qualities rather 
heard of then ſeen, but who, 
my Lord, now-a-Days is ſo 
Juſt as to think of the Merit 
of abſent Friends? Altho' your 
Conduct in Legantine Matters, 
has ſet you on the beſt Le- 
vel at Turin, with your Bre- 
thren of that noble Kind; 
yet the Breath of Man is too 
weak to waft over ſuch Matters 
to London. That noble Re- 
ply your Lordſhip made to the 
Sovereign, at whoſe Court you 
reſide, and which induc'd his 
generous Heart to do Juſtice 

: to 


DEDICATION. 
to your oppreſs d Countrymen, 
and eftabliſh'd their Rights a- 
gainſt the ſelfiſh Clamour of 
a Pack of hungry, mercenary 
Courtiers, will ever ſhow your 
Spirit to be truly Exgliſb; that 
you are greatly worthy of the 
auguſt Houſe that you are a 
Member off, and a fit Servant 
to that glorious Prince you ſo 
deſervedly repreſent; and I am 
ſure that perſonal Neſpect, I 
ſaw paid to you, not only at 
Turin, but all the principal 
Courts of Italy, muſt fully 
demonſtrate that your Conduct 


is 


DEDICATION. 


is univerſally admir'd, by that 
wiſe and diſcerning People. 


As I have nothing but a 
Novel to offer to your Lord- 
ſhip, I ought perhaps to apo- 
logize for aſking you to pa- 
tronize ſo ſmall a Work, yet 
ſuch Fables that at one and 
the ſame Time delight and in- 
ſtruct are fitly call'd Apologues, 
moral and infliruftive Tales: 
And Cervantes ſomewhere ob- 
ſerves, that ſuch a Work, per- 


formed i in a * Stile, and 
with 


DEDICATION. 


with ingenious Invention, and 
approaching as much as poſſi- 
ble to Truth, would doubtleſs 
compoſe, ſo beautiful and va- 
rious a Book, that when fi- 
jniſh'd, its Excellency and Per- 
fection, muſt attain the beſt 
End of Writing: I am far, very 
far indeed, from thinking that 
he following Sheets, will at all 
ome up to the Standard Cer- 
antes lays down; however, 
my Lord, I know your Humi- 
lity is ſo great, as to except 


he Will for the Deed, ſo as 


not 


DEDICATION. 


not to diſdain the Mite I offer 
to you, I have the Honour 
to be, 


Your Lordſhip's faithful, - 


2 And devoted Servant. 


Nov. I 3» 
1753. 
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Without any Apology Mr. Smart is in- 
troduced, who ſoon makes great Pro- 
greſs in the Eſteem of a Lady. 
KFEXX HE Temple Church is the 
T Place of Rendezvous for 
EX & many of the petit Maitres 
and Belles of that Quarter of the 
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2 The TEMPLE BEA; 


a Sunday may ſee, not worſhipping 
the God of Heaven and Earth, but 
the little Droll Cupid with a fervent 
Zeal. 


AmoxcsT theſe appear'd a certain 
amphibious Gentleman, whom we 
ſhall call Mr. Smart. This Gentle- 
man was each Morning a Counſel- 
lor, each Evening a Courtier. At Weſt- 
minſter he appear'd in a full-bottom'd 
Wig, and, a black Coat and Gown, 
till Two o'Clock ; after Dinner he was 
Jac'd, -powder'd, and a Beau; which 
Finery he never fail'd to exhibit e- 
very Night, firſt at the beſt Coffee- 
Houſes of that Quarter, and then 
at the Routs of the fine Ladies in 
and about Chancery-Lane. 


Ovx Adventurer, was a Spark, who 
in ſpite of an obſcure Birth, and a 
leven 


Or, the Town Coquerts. 3 


ſeven Years Clerkſhip, muſt needs ſet 
up for a Man of Education, and 
a complete fine Gentleman ; and who 
thought, that, becauſe he was dreſt 
ſomething like the Mode, and laugh'd 
at his Equals, he was therefore much 
above them, 


. InpztD Mr. Smart was not at all 

Times to be known; for the long diſ- 
mal Peruke of the Morning, and the 
friz'd Hair, and gaudy Attire of the 
Evening, would have almoſt deceiv'd 
his very Father who begot him; and 
to carry his Farce on the better, he 
never took the leaſt Notice of his 
Weſtminſter-Hall Friends, after the 
Clock ſtruck Three, 


Warren this Proteus viſited, his 
Shoulders were powder'd, his Dreſs 
of twenty Colours, his Ruffles Lace; 
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and by great good Luck he had a 
Wart under his Eye, which afford- 
ed him a decent Pretence to cover 
it with a Patch. 


To ſay the Truth, he was equipp'd 
ſo well, as to paſs with the Many, 
for a very fine Gentleman, at any 
Horſe-Race, Ball, or other Diverſi- 
on, whether it happen'd ever o far 
off, or near — 


Ma. Smart thus dreſt, appear'd 
at Church amongſt the Law-Mul- 
titude with a thouſand fantaſtick Airs, 
and thruſt himſelf into the firſt 
Pew. It happen'd to be next one, - 
where ſat a young Woman of un- 
common Beauty and Innocency in 
her Look, who in this important 
Hiſtory, for Decency Sake, we ſhall 
call Miſs Jenny. 

Mx. 
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Mr. Smart had no ſooner caſt his 
Eyes on this new Beauty, but he be- 
came paſſionately in love; a Thing 
very extraordinary in him, who hi- 
therto had been an univerſal humble 
Servant to the whole Sex. But 
Cupid to be reveng d on his Indif- 
ference, drew his Arrow up to the 
Head, and wounded moſt cruelly the 
Heart of our gay Templar. 


IT's impoſſible for me to tell what 
cruel Pains our young Lover en- 
dur'd; but certain it is, that from 
that very Hour he made a ſolemn 
Vow to offer her his Services. And 
not long after, a certain Clerk in the 
Neighbourhood having put a ſingu- 
lar Afﬀront upon Miſs Jenny for re- 
fuling his proffer'd Love, our new- 
wounded Lover engag'd himſelf very 


A 3 deeply 
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deeply in this Affair, and offer'd to 
fight his Antagoniſt with Sword and 
Piſtol, which on a Refuſal on the 
Clerk's Part, ended in a kicking Bout. 


Tuis ſeaſonable Piece of Gallan- 
try was, as one may. conceive, very 
agreeable to Miſs Jen, who was 
rejoic'd at heart to find herſelf be- 
come the Subject of a Duel, and 
ſhe thought ſhe had immenſe Obli- 
gations to Mr. Smart, on this heroick 
Occaſion. Old Mrs. Gripe, the Mo- 
ther of Miſs Jenny, was well pleas'd 
alſo with the Means taken in her 
Daughter's Behalf, and thought ſhe 
could do no leſs than let our Hero 
know his Viſits would be agreeable to 
the whole Family. 


THrt1s was, however, contrary to her 
uſual Practice, which was to ſhut up 
her Daughter from all Intercourſe 
with 


Or, the Town COQUETFSs, 7 


with Men, both in publick, and pri- 
vate. And here it may not be amiſs 
to inform the Reader, that Miſs Jen- 
's Father was an eminent Sollicitor, 
and as Mr. Smart was ſaid to be a 
rich Counſellor, the old Folks thought, 
that perhaps Time, and Opportuni- 
ty, might make a Match betv?1 ixt the 
young People. 


Arx the firſt Viſit, Mr. Smart got a 
private Opportunity to ſpeak to the 
fair Keeper of his Heart ; when draw- 
ing himſelf into an affected Poſture, 
«+ Miſs, ſays he, from what I can 
« judge, you have not fail'd ma- 
king an eſtimable Conqueſt, a Con- 

„ queſt no leſs than that of my 
« ſublime Heart!“ 


7E NNY, who was quite a No- 
vice in Love-Matters, coolly reply'd, 


A4 * She 


— 
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She did not know what he meant 
by talking of Hearts, but was cer- 
„ tain if he had loſt his, ſhe had not 


found it. 


*« My Meaning is, fays Smart (with 
„ the utmoſt Emotion) I know a 
«*« Perſon, quite devoted to you, and 
* one, who having ſeen your great 
*« Beauty, has made a Vow to ſerve 
vou, and love you, and give you his 


% Heart,” 


« Very well, ſays Miſs Jenny, and 
« if you have devoted me your Heart, 
& 1, at the ſame Time, give you your 
« Anſwer; in praying God to re- 


„ ſtore it you back again.“ 


„My God! (crys our Lawyer a 


little angrily) what, when I act fo 


« ſeriouſly, muſt you needs make a 
- (c Feſt 


Or, the Town CoqQuniTs. 9 


& Teſt of me? of me the moſt paſſio- 
t nate of yaur Lovers! 


To theſe Words Jenny reply d bluſh- 
ing,—** Take care, Sir, what you ſay, 
«© Pm an honeſt Girl, and have no 
Lovers; Mamma, has warn der me 


* againſt having Lovers,” — 


= Welt, Madam, ſays Smart, I 
« 1 am ſure I have ſaid nothing to 
* ſhock you; my Intentions are hon- 
** ourable, my Flame pure, and tend- 
ing to the Land of Matrimony.” — 


% Waar then, ſays Fenny, you would 
© marry me! If that be the Caſe, you 
« muſt ev'n apply to my Papa, and 
„Mamma, who only can tell what 
Fortune they will give me.” — 


As „ Mar- 
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« MaTTERs ſays our Lover, are 
* not advanced far enough to talk 
* of Fortune; all I deſire at pre- 


« ſent is, your Eſteem, and Leave 


* to be your Admirer.“ 


« To which Jenm replied, 1 know 


« myſelf very well, and what is beſt 
« for me to do. 


Tx1s cold Anſwer quite diſconcer- 


ted our Gallant, who would have been 
glad to have made Love in a polite 


Style; and no Doubt he would have 
poured forth all the Flowers of his 


Rhetorick, if he had not met with 2 
Girl diſpos'd to liſten to him. 


BuT here Mr. Smart was much in 
the Wrong; for Girls of this Kind 
would have a Man become amorous 

from 


Or, the Town Cours. 1 
from the ſmalleſt Encouragement, and 
then to go immediately to Doctor's 
Commons for a Licence, and be in- 
ſtantly married ; being quite Stran- 
gers to thoſe ſoft Indulgencies and 
Friendſhips, which make Part of 
our Youth glide away moſt inchant- 
. ingly, and which may even ſubſiſt 
conſiſtent with the moſt. ſevere Vir- 
tue. 


Bur Girls, like Jenm, don't care a 
Ruſh about the good or bad Qua- 
lities of their Lover, nor how to 
gain Love by Eſteem, and after pro- 
ceed to Affection; all they conſider, 
is to get a Huſband, and that they 
may not become old Maids, they em- 
brace the firſt good Offer. 

From hence proceeds the great 
Difference betwixt the middle Station 

of | 
2 
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of Life, and People of Faſhion. For 
the Man, that knows the World, makes 
an open Profeſſion of Gallantry, and 
being us'd to good Company from his 
C radle, acquires a Habitude of Po- 


liteneſs and Civility which he carries 
to his Grave. 


WnrxkEASs under-bred People can 
never amend their Air, never ſtudy 
the Art of pleaſing, which is only 
tearn'd of the Ladies, and from the 
Inſpiration of Love. If theſe Men 


make Love, it's only en paſſant, and in 


ſome ſet Form, and they'll be ſure 
to practiſe all the different Formali- 
ties, they have gathered from a whole 
Stock of Romances. 


NoTwITHSTANDING the great Inti- 


macy that Mr. Smart had contracted 
| wich the F . from the . public 


Defence 
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Defence of Jenm's Honour, yet his 
Love-Buſineſs advanced but lowly ; 
his Miſtreſs ever retired to her Cham- 
ber, when he came, or if ſhe chanc'd 
to ſtay, ſhe never open'd her Lips, 
ſo reſerv'd ſhe was before her Mo- 
ther, who was always at her Tail; 

be therefore ſound it neceſſary to 
| become her declared Lover, and to 
demand her in Form. For he con- 
ſidered, that a Counſellor might without 0 
the leaſt Vanity always pretend to the 
F of a Sollicitor. 


Mx. GRE was very rich; and 
what was next moſt remarkable of *+ 
him, he had a fine Library* Indeed 
I may more fitly call it a Shop of 
Books; for he never refuſed ſelling 
any Thing curious out of it, to the 
beſt Bidder. | 


GRIPE 
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6RIPE was ever determined to 
marry his Child to a Man of Buſi- 
neſs; one quite attached to the Yeſt- 
minſter-Hall, and who rejoyc'd in the 
Sight of a Bundle of Briefs ; if this 
were the Caſe, he cared not a Far- 
thing if his Son-in-Law ſhould be 
handſome, or ugly, polite or bru- 
tal; but if he lov'd Buſineſs, and was 
ſteady in it, that was all he required. 
Nay, he did not ſo much as value 
his Daughter's extraordinary Beauty at 


the Price of a Groat; nor did he in 
the leaſt deſire that by that ſhe ſhou'd 


make her Fortuhe. 


PzxHaes in this judging right; 
for it moſtly falls out that thoſe 
who build on ſuch Plans, are the 
Dupes of their Vanity. For the Fa- 
mily they match into diſcard and diſ- 
inherit 
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inherit their Son, and the new mar- 
ried Parties are frequently undone, 


Tris favourable Diſpoſition in 
Gripe was the Cauſe that Mr Smart, 
parched with Love, demanded his 
Daughter in Marriage. 


GRIPE received the Propoſal 
with all the Civility his Nature was 
capable of; he enquired moſt me- 
thodically into his Subſtance. If he 
had no Mortgages; no Debts, nor 
old Debaucheries to ſettle. The greats 
eſt Difficulty he found was, that 
his Son was too great a Beau, that 
is, he was ſo over-dreſt, and too- 
much a Coxcomb. For even that 


Neatneſs, which pleaſes all honeſt 
Men, ſhocked Mr. Gripe. 


He told Smart, that the Time he be- 
ſtowed in Dreſs was s all loſt, in which 


Time 


1 
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Time fix or ſeven Rolls of Parch- 
ment might be engroſs'd ; he alſo la- 
mented that his fine Waiſtcoat muſt 
needs coſt more than twenty Motions 
at Bar. But notwithſtanding all theſe 
Odjections, the great Eſteem he had 
conceived for Smart, on his Daugh- 
ter's Account, determined the Affair 
in his Favour. 


Yourn, he ſaid, muſt have a Time 
to paſs off; and that; if he would 
have his Daughter, he hoped in three 
Months to ſee Smart as dirty and greaſy 


as himſelf. And at Length, after he 


had examin'd his Rental, his Stock 
in the Funds, and all the Deeds of 


his Family; he drew the Marriage- 


Articles, and Mr. Smart was admit- 
ted to a nearer Intercourſe with the 
Lady. 


Tnar 


rene 
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Tur is, he ſaw her at one End 
of the Chamber, in the Preſence of 
her Mother, who was always nigh 
at Hand, occupied in one Buſineſs 
or another. But this did not laſt _ 
long, for in a few Days, Preparations 
were made for the Wedding, and 
the Parties (according to Act of Par- 


. Hament) were aſk'd in the Church. 


Now Reader, I don't at all queſtion, 
(however gentle thou art,) but thou wilt 
be crying out here's a fine Romance 
indeed! It's neither long, nor very in- 
tereſting, and it is already ending in a 
Marriage. Romances generally conſiſt 
of ſeven or eight Volumes. 


BuT pardon me, good Reader, if I 
abridge my Work, and run poſt to 
a Concluſion, you are much oblig'd 


to me, if Icure you of that Impatience, 
which. 
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which many Readers are ſeized with, 


to know the End of a Story. But, if 
on the contrary, you chance to be of 


a patient Turn, you will do well 


to conſider, that many Things happen 
. between the Cup and the Lip. 


Tuis Marriage then is not ſo far 


advanc'd as might be imagined, it be- 


longs: to me here to make a Hero or. 
Heroine. I may call for one as often 
as I ſhall write a new Volume; and it 
is very often the ill Luck of Heroes 
of this Kind, when they think they 


embrace their Miſtreſſes, to find only 
a Cloud; unhappy Irions] that gulp 


down nothing but Wind, whilſt their 
Confidant's run away with the Lady. 


Bur here as we are relating no great 
Affairs, and as I ſhall diſplay nothing 


but Truth, I will ingenuouſly coalels,” 
that 


„ DT 0 IS 
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that this Marriage was hinder'd by e 
forbidding of the Banns by one Madam 
Lucretia, who pretended, that our Mr. 
Smart had given her a Contract-Mar - 


rage. 


Tr1s at once ruin'd Smart's Re- 
putation with the Parents of Jem, 
who held him to be a moſt vile Pro- 
fligate, and who could neither like 
him, nor ſuffer his Viſits any longer. 


Now, Reader, to let you know from 
whence this Oppoſition came, we muſt. 
go a little backward, and recite ano- 
ther Hiſtory ; which whilſt I am a- 
bout, for God's Sake ! don't loſe the 
Thread of the firſt, which may be 
of great, Uſe to you by and by. s 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


A Viſcount and another Lady proceed 

ſtill fnrtber in Love-Matters = A Word 
. or two on Routs — Vauxhall — Ra- 
3 velagh Flames Darts — Mar- 
we mage. 


ISS Luexzria of the Ten- 
ple, for ſo ſhall I ſtile her, to 
Anga her from the Lucretia of 
Rome, that ſtabb'd herſelf in Defence of , 
her Virtue ; and who indeed was caſt 1 
in a quite different Mould from. her I | 
if am writing of; was nevertheleſs, a large, | 
4 tall, well- made Girl, who had Wit 
= and Courage ſufficient; had not all 
her good Qualities been ſullied by 
her outrageous YOu" 


GREAT 
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GREAT Pity it is, that ſhe had not 
the good Luck to have been brought 
up at Court, or at leaſt in the Houſe 
of ſome faſhionable Perſon, where 
ſhe might not have learn'd thoſe hun- 
dreds of Grimaces, and odious Af- 
fectations, which ſhe was continually 
diſplaying, and which forever diſgrac'd 
her Wit, and beſpoke the Race ſhe 
was born of, 


SHz was the Daughter of a tole- 
rable Lawyer, who got Money when 
young, to ſquander away at an ad- 
vanc'd Age, purſuant to the Freaks 
of a young, giddy, imperious Baggage 
of a ſecond Wife, who turn'd our 
old Put-Caſe into a Yirtuoſo, at a Time 
when he was almoſt blind; and who 
from his ſmall Chambers furniſhed 
a ſtately Houſe in a'large Square, with 
Raphaels and Corregio's, Pieces, till not 
| A 
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a Shilling was left; and at Length the 
poor Man was forced to fly to France, 
leaving his young Wife a Prey to 
Madneſs and Geneva, with the additlo- 
nal Burthen of the fine Miſs Lucretia. 


es 


þ However, an Uncle and Aunt 
Þ q Charitably took her, and bred her up 
from her Infancy. Mr. St Laurence 
was of the third Claſs of Lawyers; 
that is one, who is neither famous, nor 
yet altogether without Employment; 
for he paſſed his Time in engroſſing 
of fair Deeds, at an eaſy Rate; at 
WIiic he pored from Morning till 
Evening, without ever once minding 
what paſſed in the Houſe ; which was 
entirely conſigned to the Care of his 
Wife; a ſage and truſty Body, who 
4 would ſcold for two Days together, 
= 1 if an End of Candle were ' miſſing, 

4 or if a Match was thrown away be- 

1 fore it had been lit at both Ends. But 
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in all other Matters ſhe was a brave 
Kind of Woman, who lov'd to re- 
ceive what ſhe call'd good Compa- 
ny, and enjoy the World. 


Her Rooms were filled with Card- 
Tables, and every Night ſhe held mo- 
diſh Routs, to which young Men 
of all Conditions reſorted ; rather to 
ſee Miſs Lucretia, as you may well 
conceive, than to enjoy the old Wo- 
man's Converſation z who, tho* to 
do her Juſtice, when ſhe had won a 
creat Deal, never fail'd to treat her 
Viſitors with hot Punch and Cakes, 
which at the ſame Time ſupped her- 
ſelf and Neice, and her poor Huſband 
alſo; for whom (except on theſe 


Occaſions) ſhe never provided a Sup- 
per in her Life, | | 


FRou 
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From ſuch Sparks of Generoſity our 
Aunt attain'd the Reputation of keep- 
ing a good Table, and of Living 3 
kk Mode; inſomuch that a luſcious 
Banker, or two, in that Quarter have 
been heard to ſay, that none but Scri- 
viner's Wives now a-days could live 


well. 


Miss Luck TIA was thus brought 
up in a Houſe, and after a Faſhion 
the moſt dangerous in the World for 
a Girl of her Spirit ; but being obli- 
' ged to hear the Gallantry of all thoſe 
who reſorted to her Aunt's Ru#l- 
le, her Heart muſt have been for- 
med of ſomething colder than Ice, 
to keep herſelf upright in ſo ſlippery 
a Path. 


HER whole Fortune conſiſted "I 


her large Portion of Beauty, a moſt brit- 
ye 
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tle and tickliſh Commodity. How- 
ever ſhe ſet up for a Woman of Birth, 
and pretended to a Fortune of10,000/. 
in one of the Plantations ; and which 
being far off, few could contradict, 


Upon theſe falſe Suppoſitions, her 
Uncle, Mr. St Laurence, built good 
Hopes ; but when he advis'd her to 
marry a certain Lawyer, that offer'd 
himſelf, ſhe toſs'd up her Head, and 
was ſure of a conſiderable Squire, if 
not a Baronet, of which ſhe named 
ſeven or eight of Eſtate, that had 


wrote to her. 


W-: have before obſerved, that moſt 
of the Company that attended Ma- 
dam St Laurence's Routs came rather 
to ſee Miſs Lucretia, than her Aunt ; 
but whoever came, was forced to pay 
their Devotion to the Card-Tables ; 
where after a little Play they were at 

C Liberty 
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Liberty to attack the Niece. The 
Gains of the Card-Money were e- 
qualhy divided betwixt theſe two La- 
ces. 


LUCRET TA herſelf, at firſt al- 
ways ſat down to play, but as ſoon as 
me found every one had paid their 
due Tribute, fhe went from Room to 
Room, to entertain thoſe who were 
cut out; and ſhe knew ſo well how to 
adapt her Diſcourſe to Particulars, 
that all remain'd equally fatisfied. 


LUCREYTIA obtain'd ſuch Gal- 
lants as play'd with her at her own 
Rate; if ſhe loſt, ſhe paid one with 
a loud Laugh, or gentle Tap on the 
Shoulder; and when ſhe won, ſhe 
inſiſted on ready Money, or curious 


Toys, as Twezer-Caſes of Gold, and 
other 


ky © 
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other elegant Productions of Mr. 
Deard's Genius. 


Ix ſhort, even the Silk Stockings 
that ſne wore were Preſents; all her 
Trinkets, her Gloves, her Lace, her 
Necklace, nay, and her Hoop, were 
Preſents; thus from Head to Foot 
ſhe was deck'd in Preſents; and fo 
loaden with Gifts given her at the 
Diſcretion of others, that at Length 
ſhe loſt her own, as you'll hear in 
due Time; for I'm in no Hurry to 
ſurprize my Readers, after the Fa- 
ſhion of ſome modern malicious Au- 
thors. 


- AmoncsT the Train of he! Admi- 
rers appear'd a certain Viſcount im- 
menſely rich, and whoſe Equipage, 
Sc. was ſuitable to his vaſt Revenues. 
Every Day his Dreſs was new, which 
is a diſtinguiſhing Mark of Opulence 

C 2 in 


28 The TEMPIIE BEA; 


in London; though not a ſtrict Rule to 
go by in all Caſes. 


He had ſeen Lucretia at the Park, 
and inſtantly order'd his Footmen 
to dog her to her Houſe; but be- 
fore they return'd he was let into her 


Hiſtory, by one of thoſe People whoſe 


Trade it is to know Characters, of 
which you'll find a Hundred in the 
Coffee-houſes about St. James's. One 
of theſe help'd my Lord, not only to 
the Name of Lucretia and her Aunt, 
but of moſt of thoſe who attended 
her Aſſembly. 


His Lordſhip, therefore, immedi- 
ately ſought for one of his Friends, 
who carried him thither under the 
Pretence of being preſented to Madam 
St. Laurence. 


TRE 
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Tur firſt Viſit paſſed in Matters 
of double Ceremony to their illuſtri- 
ous Gueſt, and his Lordſhip to ſhew 
his little Value for Money, loſt no 
leſs than thirty Pounds to the Niece 
and her Aunt, as a Token of his fu- 
ture Generoſity. 


THERE was, as yet, not a Word 
of Love, and I think it was on the 
third or fourth Viſit, that he diſco- 
vered his Paſſion to Lacretia. Howe- 
ver, our Lovers were very diſcreet 
in their Conduct, for as ill Luck 
would have it, Lucretia had no Con- 
fident, nor his Lordſhip any *Squire 
to acquaint us of their private Con- 
verſation; our Lovers were not of 
Rank quite ſufficient, to entertain 
, ftuch Officers; fo that I could never 
learn any Thing more of their Court- 
ſhip, than what I ſet down here in 


C43 Publick, 
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Publick, and even that I have pick'd 
up by Hear-ſay, and by the bye. 
And even (not to lye) I am ſometimes 


forced to help out the Story, with 


ſome Gueſſes of my own. 


Howzever, let us fuppoſe, that 


all was ſaid to Lucretia that ever 


Knight-Errant ſaid to a Miſtreſs ; but 
what that was, I have no Intention 


to copy, as moſt Authors on the like 


Occaſions have done. I think it e- 
Rough to tell you that the Viſconnt, be- 


came paſſionately in Love with Lu- 


cretia; nor was ſhe backward in 
receiving his Addreſſes. But then it 
becomes abſolutely neceſſary to de- 


clare the Succeſs of his Amour, for 


by this Time, you are undoubtedly 
become curious to know if Lucretia 
was chaſte or complying, for one might 
as well be the Caſe as the other. 


BRE. 
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B it known to you then, that in 
a ſhort Time the Viſccunt made a 
large Progreſs; but it was not his 
Wit, nor his good Mien, that ſecur'd 


to him Lucretia, although he was 


the beſt made, and had the fineſt 


Shape of any Man about the Court, 


to which was added a gallant Air, 
and an amorous Soul. 


ALL this made but little Impreſſion . 
on her Heart, for ſhe would never 
engage herſelf, without at the fame 
Time making her Fortune. 


Tux Viſcount therefore, was oblig'd 
to make many more Promiſes than 
he intended to keep, however ho- 
neſt he was; for a Gentleman deeply 
engag'd in Love, is apt to conclude 
himſelf at Liberty to diſpenſe with 

. ſuch 
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ſuch Promiſes, eſpecially when an un- 
equal Match is the Queſtion betwix: 
bim and his Hencur. He acquir'd Lu- 
cretia's Eſteem, by the vaſt Proſuſion 
of Expence he was at, on her Ac- 
count. He ever let hey win at Play, 
but ſhew'd her at the ſame Time, it 
was not ill Luck, nor want of Judg- 
ment, that made him her Dupe. 


From hence he proceeded to Pre- 
ſents, which ſhe willingly took, al- 
tho' ſhe had Spirit enough; but ſhe 
was oblig'd to accept the Latter, as 
ſhe had much leis Money than Vanity. 


Sur mult appear, and this was ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible, without the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Friends. Banquets were not 
ſpared, nor Jaunts to Vauxhall and 
Ranelagh. On which Sea, many a 
Maid's Honour becomes Ship-wreck'd 
at St. James's. 

Bur 
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Bur all theſe Things avail'd lit- 
tle with Lucretia; ſhe return'd ,my 
Lord but flight Favours for all his 
ready Money. - The only Terms ſhe 
would agree to, to ſatisfy his Paſſion, 
was a Contra&t of Marriage ſigned 
with his Blood, to make it more 
ſolemn. This was a puiſſant Mine to 
blow up the Honour of a poor Girl ; 
and when obtain'd, Lucretia defended 
herſelf no better than another in like 
Caſe might have done. She did not 
feign, but gave herſelt up to her Paſ- 
ſion for the Viſcount ; and they vowed 
an eternal and reciprocal Love. 


 HowevEx, the fatal Buſineſs was 
not yet brought about ; they lived 
for ſome Time in mutual Confidence, 
each conceiving the moſt happy Hopes 
in the World ; he truſted to enjoy his 
Miſtreſs ; and fbe, to become a great 
Lady. 


34 The TEMPLE BRAU; 

Lady. But Marriage never once en- 
ter'd into his Lordſhip's Head, it's 
true, he was impatient to receive the 
Fruits of his boiling Paſſion, but to 


execute the Promiſe of Marriage to 
her, he was determined to avoid. 


Tnkxz were innumerable Obſtacles 
in the Way; a rich Uncle; a Mother, 
ſtill richer; upon the Favour of theſe 
two, all his Lordſhip's future Hopes 
were built, and not being of Age, he 
was in Danger of being diſinherited, 
and having (by the new Law) his 
Marriage ſet aſide. 


Tuzsg Things made him more 


aſſiduouſſy preſs Lucretia, and at 
Length 2 good Opportunity offer'd, 
in one of thoſe deviliſh Allies of Hell 
Vauxhall. 


LUCRE- 
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LUCRETJT IA did not always 
go out with her Aunt, but it ſhe went 
with ſome of the neighbouring young, 
Ladies, accompanied with their Mo- 

| thers, Madam St. Laurence thought all 
was ſafe. 


In ſuch Excurſions, how many good 
Maids have been ſeduced, and tho' it's. 
difficult to ſay on which, yet in one 
of theſe Jaunts Lucretia parted with 
the far moſt precious Trinket ſhe had; 
her Virtue z and it has been whiſper'd, . 
that her Aunt was buſy at a Game of 
Quadrille, which ſhe won, whatever 
her Niece lt. Alas! poor Lucretia 
then is undone, I'm ſorry to ſay it, 
but too true it is. I wiſh I were able 
for her Honour's Sake, to repeat the 
pathetick Words, his Lordſhip's Paſ- 
ſion oblig'd him to make Uſe of to 
accompliſh her Ruin, 

| CERTAINLY 
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CzRTAINLY they were more forcible 
than any he had hitherto us'd. It's 
poſſible he urged his fallow Com- 
plexion ; grown yellow as a Lemon 
with pining; and for Form fake, 
we'll ſuppoſe he pull'd out a Poynard, 
which he threatened to bury in his 
Heart, if ſhe continued her Diſdain ; 
and with a Thouſand perfidious Oaths, 
promiſed to remember his Marriage- 
Contract. 


Bur unluckily for us, we know 
nothing certain of theſe Matters, for 
being a black Buſineſs, it *rill this 
Hour remains in the Dark. Nay, it 
may be preſum'd, he even us'd ſome 
Degree of Force, for Lucretia was till 
then a Girl of Honour and Virtue, 
and ſtood out a long Time, conſider- 
ing in what Manner ſhe had been 
brought up. | 


i 


Or, the Town CoqQuETSs. 37 


Bur here we may obſerve, that it 
was partly Lucretia's Fault, that the 
Viſcouut broke his Word, for had ſhe 
engag d with a Perſon of a lower Sta- 
tion in Life, this might not have 
happened. 


Howtrver, they continued their 
Amours for ſome Time, without any 
Thing memorable falling out, for the 
Viſcount had no Rival who ſent his 
Miſtreſs falſe Letters, nor was there 
any Picture, or Watch, or Trinkets, 
thac were given on either Side, to pro- 
mote Suſpicions; nor was there dur- 
ing an Abſence, any falſe Alarms of 
Death, or change of Love, nor no jea- 
lous Rival to foiſt up ſome deadly 
Viſion ; all which Things are the very 
Spirit of Romance Inventions, that 
have been dreſs'd up in ſo many Forms, 
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and ſo often repeated, that they are 
become quite ſtale. 


Arr that J have been able to diſ- 
cover is, that they ſometimes din'd at 
Richmond, at other Times at Vindſor; 
nor do I even know the People that 
made up theſe Parties; nor yet the 
Signs of the Inns at which they re- 
gal'd. But, well J know, that as the 
Viſcount deſerted her ſoon after, ſo he 
at that Time deſerted his Honour. 


DvrinG the whole Courfe of this 
Affair, they were not ſo much as even 
ſuſpected; nay, not by thoſe who 
were equally in Love with Lucretia ; 
for our Heroine had ever accuſtomed 
all her Lovers to bear with her Civi- 
Iny to others; eſpecially fince her 
grand Slip, which the Remorſe of 

| her 
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her Conſcience, made her think was 
known. 


Sax became more cautions, treated 
every Body more favourably than ſhe 
uſed; and perhaps after all, this. 
might be her Cunning ; for though 
ſhe always flatter'd herſelf with being 
the Viſcounteſs, yet as the Buſineſs was 
not compleat, ſhe was willing to have 
other Strings to her Bow, to make Uſe 
of in caſe of Neceſſity. ; befides, it's: 
very natural to Coquets to be civil to 
all Kind of People, / although they nei - 
ther love nor even * them. 


Auorc theſe was Mr. Smart, who 
was a great Talker and Flatterer, and 
an niverſal Lover, as is before noted: 
He had ingaged therein ſo deeply, that 
one Day, after ſaying and doing a 
hundred fooltſh amorous Things, La- 
cretia to get rid of him ſaid, ſhe did 

not 
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not believe he was in earneſt, in what 
he ſaid z and that ſhe was determined 
to have from him ſome better Proofs 
of his Love. 


Mx. Smart very ſeriouſly replied, 
he would give her all the Proofs ſhe 
could aſk, for the Sincerity of his 
Paſſion. To which Lucretia replied, 
ſhe left thoſe Proofs to him. Mr. 
Smart anſwer'd, that to convince her 
he was her Slave for Life, he would 
give a Promiſe in Writing. 


SHE laughing, defy'd him to do it; 


whereupon Smart ſtepping into the 
next Room, brought her a Promiſe of 


Marriage, to which he had ſigned his 
Name. 


LUC RET IA continuing her 
Raillery, took it, and at the ſame 
Time to ſhew that ſhe made but flight 

of 
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of it, wrap'd up an Orange in it ſhe 
had in her Hand ; however, ſhe cun- 
ntngly kept it, to ſerve her in caſe of 
Need, or at leaſt, to convince others, 
ſhe did not want Lovers. All this 
happened before Mr. Smart was en- 
gag'd with Miſs Jenmy. 
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CHAP III. 
An After-Thought. 


OT long after, a certain Proc- 
ter of the Commons, named 


Fillups, came to make a Viſit to Mr. 


St. Laurence, whom he found in his 


Chamber by the Fir ſide. As it 


happened, Zactetis- was buſy at the 
Cabinet, that ſtood at the other End 
of the Room. Well, fays Fillups, 
are you almoſt married Miſs, for 
whenever that happens I am deter- 
mined, old as I am, to. dance at your 


Wedding ? I know not when it may 
happen, ſays Lucretia laughing, but 


it is not for want of Lovers it's deſer'd; 


and approaching, ſhe ſaid, ſee here a. 
Promiſe of Marriage I have ; and. 
| ſhew'd. 
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ſhew'd him Mr. Smart's Promiſe made 
to her. It was what ſhe little re- 
garded as ſhe was ſtill Brimful of 
the Viſcount. 


Tun Proctor ſeizing her Hand, 
was wrenching it from her, ſo rather 
than it ſhould be torn, ſhe let it go. 
Fillups after inſpecting it, faid with a 
Grunt, he knew the Party that had 
ſign'd it, and that he was rich; add- 
ing nothing more to his Character, 
thinking all Things * in the 
Word Rich. 


He queſtioned her if the Promiſe 
was reciprocal? But ſhe bantering 
him, neither anſwered in the Affirma- 
tive or Negative ; he bid her keep it 
ſafe, and ſaid he ſhould be glad to help 
her on a proper Occaſion ; and that 
in the mean Time he would get her 
an exact Inventory of all Smart's Eſtate. 
A FEW. 
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A rew Days after, Fillups having Oc- 
caſion to go to Weſtminſter-ball , where, 
ſeeing his old Friend Mr, Gripe, the 
Father of Jenny, he thought he could 
do no leſs than wiſh him Joy of the 
Wedding, that was going to be in his 
Family. 


Oux Proctor told him, he did well 
to marry his Daughter off young, that 
a Girl is a heavy Truſt, and a good 
Riddance, when married to a good 
Huſband ; for though it was not to be 
. denied that Miſs Jenny was a very 
good Girl, yet in this corrupt Age, 
Rakes made no more of decoying a 
young Girl, than of drinking a Glaſs 
of Water. 


AFTER a great Deal of ſuch fine 
Diſcourſe, he aſk'd Gripe the Name 
of his intended Son-in-Law, and when 
the Marriage would be ? Gripe told 

him, 
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him, that the Banns had been twice 
already publiſh'd at St. Dunſtan's, and 
in two or three Days the Match was 
to be, and that Mr. Smart was the 
intended Bridegroom. Mercy upon 
us! Cries Fillups, Smart is already 
engag'd to my Neighbour Miſs Lu- 
cretia; — I have ſeen— l have read, 
- ——nay, I have in my Cuſtody,.—a 
Promiſe of Marriage tigned by Mr. 
Smart to Miſs Luc. | 


You ſurprize me, ſays Gripe, pray 
give me a particular Account of this 
Matter ;——but juſt as Fillups was 
going to ſpeak, Gripe was called in 
Regard to the Cauſe he attended ; and 
before that was finiſh'd, Fillups had 
grven him the Slip. 


Our Proctor was naturally an errant 
Blow- Cole, and beſides was extreamly 
attach'd to his Neighbour Luce, and 

| her 
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her Intereſt; having v.ten regaled him- 
{elf at her Routs. 


Fivnpivc therefore that Fillups was 
marched off, he conceived he was gone 
to acquaint Mrs Gripe and her Daugh- 
ter, of Mr Smart's Contract with Lue, 
and as he had no Mind to loſe ſo rich 
a Son- in-Law, he hobbled home with 
all Speed, to expedite the Marriage, 
before his Antagoniſt could take any 
Steps to hinder it. 


Bur Fillups was aware of this, for 
fuch Men (from knowing what may 
be done, often know what will be 
done) and therefore without ſaying a 
Ward of the Matter, either to Miſs 
Lucretia, her Uncle, or Aunt, that no 
Time might be loſt, commenc'd a 
Suit, and made a Proteſt againſt the 
intended Marriage in the Commons, 

and 


t 
t 
] 
1 
| 
| 


Or, the Town Cours. 47 
and not being content with this he 
ſerv'd on all Parties a Citation; ex- 
cept Smcrt, whoſe Place of Abode he 


was ignorant of. 


ArTer this, he run all in a Sweat 
to Miſs Lucretia's Houſe, where he 
arriv*d juſt at three o*'Clock ; he bawl'd 
out that he had a Budget of News 
for her—That ſhe was eternally bound 


to him by a thouſand Obligations 
that he had neither eat nor drank all 


Day—but had ſpent his whole Time 
in running backwards and forwards in 
her Service: And with many more 
ſuch Prologues, he at laft inform'd 


her of all the grand Exploits he had 
been doing. 


LUCRET IA was infinitely aſto- 
niſh'd at his Tale; and bluſh'd more 
than ever ſhe was known to have done 

in 
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in her Life; and to repay all our 
Proctor's Civilities, ſhe coolly told 
him, that in Truth he had ſerv'd her 
with a fiery Zeal indeed. 


Nor bn even taken Time to 
conſult her Uncle or Aunt, or even 
herſelf in ſo tender a Buſineſs; that 
for her Part ſhe never intended to mar- 
ry Smart, whom ſhe deteſted; much leſs, 
would ſhe ever have conſented to have 
become the Subject of ſuch a Law- 
Suit! To have her Name proſtituted 
in a public Court, by a Sett of Proc- 
tors! Or her Reputation worried at 
the Bar, by a Pack of bawling Law- 
vers! 


To all this our Proctor gave no 
other Anſwer than a Grin, and pugh, 
piſh. Miſs it's neceſſary to teach ſuch 
Rakes not to make Dupes of People 


of 


L 
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of Honour and Condition, We have 
a Contract under his Hand, and at 
leaſt we will make him pay Damages, 
and ſmart ſeverely for his Inſolence. 


Leave, leave me to act, and you'll 
preſently perceive how Pll deal with 
him; and with that, he bounc'd out 
of the Room, locking all the Doors 
to hinder their running after him, to 
prevent the Suit, Thus Lucretia, 
(whom by good Luck he found a- 
lone) remain'd in extreme Perplexity 
of Mind. 


Tux Viſcount had omitted viſiting 


her for ſome Time, altho' he had left 


with her fatal Marks of their Amour; 
for a little before he abandoned her, 
ſhe perceiv'd her Shape was alter'd 
ſurprizingly. | | 


* 


D Tuts 
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Tuis induc'd her the more to preſo 
on the Marriage; but whilſt he was 
almoſt brought to his laſt Shift for 
Delays, an Order ſuddenly came to 
him to join the Army in Flanders. 


Tuts he pretended to obey with the 
utmoſt Regret; and at the ſame Time 
he made the moſt ſolemn Proteſtations 
of returning ſoon to fulfil his Mar- 
riage- Engagement to her. Soon after 
this he went for Bruſſels, but what 
Time he will take to return, God only 


can tell, as he ſtill remains abroad. 


Sus ſent after him many preſſing 
Letters, but no Anſwer was made to 
them. At length, (but too late) ſhe 


| perceiv'd ſhe was betray'd, and what 


made her rather think ſo, was, that 
for ſome Time before, my Lord's 
| De. 


171 
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Departure, ſhe had miſs'd his Con- 
tract of Marriage. Which Way it 
was gone, ſhe could not imagine, for 
ſhe was fure ſhe had kept it care- 
fully lock'd up in her Cabinet. 


Bur I'll unravel this deep Myſtery. 
— The Paſſion of the Viſcount be- 
ginning to cool after Enjoyment, he 
reflected en the Folly he ſhould be 
guilty of, if he kept his Word with 
Lucretia. 


His Family would reckon them- 
ſelves diſgrac'd ; the Conſequence of 
which muſt be, that he ſhould loſe 
their Favour, and with it thoſe large 
Poſſeſſions that were neceſſary to ſup- 
port his Birth. ; 


Aup on the other Hand he plainly 
ſaw, that if Lucretia ſhould commence 
D 2 | - 2 
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a Suit againſt him, in Virtue of his 
Contract, the Buſineſs might end but 
ſcurvily. V 

AnD beſides, thoſe Kind of Con- 
tracts always left a Man with his 
Honour ſullied, by diſcovering his 
Baſeneſs and Want of Faith; and at 
beſt the Event would be dubious ; 
and however well it might turn out 
for him, yet ſuch Conteſts were na- 
turally very expenſive. Theſe Con- 
ſiderations determined him to make 
Uſe of a Stratagem to get free of this 


Scrape, wherein his too raſh Love had 
hamper'd him. 


To effect this the better, he car- 
ried Lucretia to Mr. 7's India- 
Shop, and beg'd her to chuſe the 
fineſt Cabinet ſhe could find there, 
and not have Regard to its Price : 
She 
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She did, (thoughtleſs Girl) but the 
Viſcount, before it was ſent to e- 
tia's, had falſe Keys made to it; at- 


ter which it was ſent Home with 
only one Set of Keys. 


On the Receipt of this Cabinet, 
Miſs Lue put immediately into it 
all her Trinkets, and moſt valuable 
Effects, and with them the Viſcount's 
Contract. Upon the Brink of his 
Departure, his Lordſhip call'd at Lu- 
cretia's at a Time he knew ſhe was 
from Home, and as he was long ac- 
cuſtom'd to an eaſy Acceſs in this 
_ Houſe, he deſired to be carried to 
her Chamber, pretending to have ſome- 


what of Importance to communicate 
to her when ſhe return'd. 


Tnus being alone there, he made 
uſe of his. falſe Keys, and made 


him- 
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himſelf Maſter of the Contract, with- 
out Miſs Lze's perceiving the Theft, 
who arriv'd ſoon after. She did not in- 
deed miſs it, till ſome Days before 
Fillups commenc'd his Suit with Smart, 
nor even then, did ſhe, ſuſpect her 
Fiſcount. 


Bur when ſhe faw he ftaid fo long 


from her, and never took Notice of 
her Letters, ſhe no longer doubted 
who had ſtolen the Contract. But 


however in the Midſt of her Grief, 
ſhe determined with herſelf, to make 


| better Uſe of her other Conquefts 
and as there was now a Glimpſe of 
Hope that ſhe might get married, 
before her Misfortune was perceived, 
ſhe began to be better reconciled to 
her Neighbour's indiſcreet Zeal, who 
was helping her to a Huſband, by 


N Way of Juſtice in Spite of her Teeth; 
and 
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and ſhe waited with Patience the 
Event of the Affair, reaſoning thus with 
herſelf; that if ſhe got the Cauſe, ſhe 
obtain'd a Huſband ; which as Matters 
ſtood was extremely neceſſary; and 
if ſhe /oft it, ſhe had only to ſay, ſhe 
was a Stranger to the Suit; which 
was begun without her Knowledge, 
and this ſhe Thought in either Caſe 
would juſtify her to the World. 


Nor had ſhe Time then to conſi- 


der more, for the Proctor's violent 
Proceedings had carried all the ill. 
with it, that the Nature of the Thing 
would do. 


He made her the Town-talk, and 
ſubjected her to the Raillery of her 
Acquaintance ; therefore, it was beſt 
to wait the Iſſue of the Cauſe with 
Reſignation, 


D 4. EIT L- 
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FILLUPS did not fail to return 
that Evening; he told her, he had 
been as good as his Word; but ſhe 
not having yet conquer'd all Shame 
tell a trembling; and told him ſhe 
lound he had ruin'd her, 


Very pretty, (ſays he) you had 
well nigh brought yourſelf into a fine 
Scrape indeed; but in Spite of your 
Folly I have ſtop'd the Marriage, 
and they can't proceed 'till our Plea 
is heard. 


Bur in the mean Time, tell me 
the whole Truth; has nothing in 
private paſt betwixt you? Have you 
copulated? Speak boldly, for it will 


help our Cauſe. By our Lady on 


theſe Occaſions it's neceſſary to tell the 
| Truth; 
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Truth; for After-thoughts are never 
minded. 


Sven groſs Queſtions made Lucre- 
tia bluſh like Scarlet; ſhe was ſo over- 
come with ſuch downright Talk, that 
the whole Truth was at her Tongue's- 
End; and her Guiltmade her think 
that Fillups knew the whole Story. 
But he thinking he had over-acted 
his Part, and that ſhe bluſh'd at his 
foul Way of handling the Matter ; 
Well, well (ſays he) I ſee all is 
ſafe, be as wiſe for the Future, as you 
have been hitherto, and take my Word 
for it, all will go well. 


D5; CHA P. 


58 The TEMPDLI BAU; 


AA. 


A Diſaſter= A few ingenious Strokes of 
Altercation—A Law Suit threatened 
— Matters compromis'd. 


URING theſe Tranſactions, 

Mr. Smart, who was wholly 
ignorant of them, went as uſual to 
wait on Jenn in the Evening; and 
being well quoif'd and powder'd, he 
ſprung out of his Chair as brifk as a 
Bird; full of his uſual — 


and Folly. 


He found the Mother and Daugh- 
ter in the inner Parlour, mending 
the old Linen like good Houſe- wives. 
He was ſurpriz'd indeed, at being 
receiv d in a very cold Manner, and 

—_ 
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taking Occaſion from their Work to 
begin a Diſcourſe, ** Certainly, my 
„good Mamma (quoth he) I and 
your Daughter are much oblig'd 


* to you, for working thus late on 
& the ne, ns ” © 


To this, his imaginary Step-Mother 
replied very pettiſhly, —< It is in- 
„ deed for my Daughter I work, but 
for you, that is out of the Que- 
e ftion ;—and I muſt needs tell you, 
« Mr. Smart, that conſidering the 
« Affront you have put upon us, I 
* wonder you have Aſſurance ſuffi- 
<« cient to darken our Doors. My 


„„ Daughter, Sir, is young, and does 


« not ſtand ſo much in need of 
«© Matches, we are much above go- 
<« ing into Doctors Commons for a 


« Huſband for her. Go, get vou 


& to your other Miſtreſs, who has 
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60 
a Contract of Marriage from you ! 


« . And do not come here to diſ- 
4 honour us.” 


Mr. Smart ſurpriz'd to the great- 

" eſt Degree, reply'd, —** He had no 
Engagements but with Miſs Jenny.” 
Les, yes,” ſays old Mrs. Gripe, 
d tell thoſe fine Stories elſewhere ; 
«© old Birds are not to be caught with 
« Chaff. Here, ſays ſhe, Jobn run 
up Stairs, and fetch the Citation that 


«© was deliver'd us this Morning.” — cc 
And when it was brought, there Sir, cc 
„ ſays ſhe, Tee if I talk at Random.” 

<c 
SMART, was like to have ſwoon- 6c 
ed when he caſt his Eyes over the = 


Paper; for knowing the Pride of Lu- 
cretia, he could not conceive that ner 
Haughtineſs would deſcend ſo low, 
as to ſue out a Huſband, in the Com- 
mons, 
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mons. He well knew, the Promiſe 
was made in à jeſting Manner, with 
Deſign to bind neither of them, and 
therefore judg'd, that this Proceſs 
was not begun by her Order. And 
ſaid to Mrs. Gripe, This is a low 
« Trick of ſome Enemy of mine, 
% and to-morrow [I'll bring you a 
« Diſcharge from all theſe Queſtions, 
<« atteſted by a Notary Publick.” 


„% We'LL have nothing to do with 
© Notaries, nor Advocates, nor Proc- 
&« tors,” reply'd Mr. Gripe, I'll never 
4 give my Daughter to a Debauchee 
* like you, who art in love with ten 
« Thouſand of the Sex, at the ſame 
Time; the Huſband for my Daugh- 
ter, is one that can get his Bread, 
Sand be conſtant.” — 


Mz. 


— 
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Ms. Smart, who greatly diſreliſh'd 
the Converſation; and was alſo un- 
eaſy to know the Bottom of the Bu- 
ſineſs, took his Leave in a little Time; 
nor had he Hardineſs enough to ſa- 
hate his Miſtreſs when he was going, 
a Thing very uſual by declared Lovers. 
And Jen only made him a flight 
ſilent Curt'ſey, but in rifing up, ſhe let 


her Ball of Thread, and Sciffors fall 


down—Mr. Smart ran to take them 


up, and Jenny ſtoop'd to prevent it; 


but as both were rifing up again, their 


Foreheads met ſo violently, that each 


receiv d a Blow that cauſed a Bump. 


SMART ſhock'd at this fecond 


Misfortune, was making the beſt of 
his Way out, but as ill Luck would 


have it, his Sleeve took hold of a 
Standing-Buffet, which giving Way, 
| rattled 
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rattled down all their China; the 


Pieces of which he was gathering up, 
in Order to ſend home the like; but 
his Shoes being new, and the Boards 
rubb'd ſmaoth, his Heels in the 
Hurry flew up,. and as it's natural: 
for thoſe who are falling, to catch at 
the firſt Thing in the Way, he ſeized 
on the End of a glaſs Sconce, which 
not ſupporting his Weight, the Glaſs 
and Smart both came - tumbling down 
together. That which receiv'd the 
moſt Hurt of: the Two,. was the 
Glaſs, which broke in a thouſand 
Bits; for poor Swart got only. * | 
Gaſh in his Head. 


Mas. Gripe being out of all Pa- 
tienee, to ſee her Furniture go thus to 
Ruin, - 'd Smart with the 
Downfall of her Family, and called 


him Mr. Confuund- all; and not content 
with 


64 The T EMPLE BEAU; 


with that, ſhe belabour'd him with 
the Handle of her Hearth-bruſh. 


Tnus all in Confuſion, Mr. Smart 


whiſk'd out of the Room, but open- 


ing the Door with ſome Violence, 
he over-ſet Miſs Jenny's Harpſichord, 
which was in the next Room, and burſt 
it to Pieces, Well for him it was 


dark, for the Noiſe Mrs. Gripe made. 


at the Street-Door, would have rais'd 
the Mob upon him; without which 
Attendance, full of Rage, Indigna- 
tion, Bruiſes and Wounds, he ſcam- 
per'd away to his. Chambers, deter- 


min'd to ſee Miſs Lucretia the very 


next Morning. 


EarLy the next Day, Mr. Smart 
was putting himſelf in Order, for the 


Viſit to Lucretia, and to make the 
better Appearance, he call'd for ſome 


of 
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of his lac'd Linen to be brought. 
him, the Chitterling of one of which 
he found was wanting. Upon this, 
he ſent for it to his Waſherwoman, 
but the Servant return'd with an An- 
{wer, that ſhe had it not. 


Ma. Smart, was too much. of an 
Oeconomiſt to be ſatisfied with ſuch 
a ſlight Account of his Apparel, and 
therefore, flew- without loſs of Time, 
to look himſelf for it; and being 
vex'd at the Loſs, he toſs'd over 
all the good Woman's Linen, both 
dirty and clean, and at laſt, found his 
his dear Bit of Lace. | 


Ir may not be amiſs to take No- 
tice, that the Woman who waſh'd for 
Smart, was alſo Lucretia's Laundreſs ; 
a good Kind of Woman, calld Dame 
Waters, and very familiar with Ma- 

dam 
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dam St. Laurence. Smart, as he toſt wo 
the Linen about, had obſerv'd one 2 
Shift of a very high Colour, and he 980 
aſk'd in a ſneering Way, © If that did 


not belong to Lucretia?“ Dame 
Waters anſwer'd him in a ſhort Man- 
ner, No, truly Sir, Mrs. Lucretia, 
« is the neateſt Lady in London; not 
« Speck have I ſeen on her Linen 
e theſe three Months, they are al- 
©. moſt as clean, when I fetch them 
to waſh, as when they go home.” 


« And how does ſhe do, ſays 
« Mr. Smart?” Dame Waters went 
on in the fame canting Tone ſhe: 
had begun with. Ah! poor Soul | 
Mi is piteous ill indeed, when I 
„ ſee her in the Morning, ſhe does. 
nothing but vomit and reach, fo 
& ſadly, that ſhe can't bear her Stays 
to be laced; ſo ſhe always wears. 


Jumps. 


* 
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« Jumps of white Satin; ſhe does not 
indeed, at all Times, dear Lady, 
« complain; but hides ſo well her 
„ Tineſs, that even the Family are 
<« Strangers ta it. After Dinner in- 
« deed, ſhe receives Company, as if 
% nothing ail'd her: Alas! She is 
the moſt patient, and beſt natur'd. 
« Soul alive.” 


SMART, laying hold of thefe 
Words of Dame Waters, .changed his 
Deſign of waiting on Lucretia, and 
went and conſulted a Phyſician- and 
Surgeon of his Acquaintance, and at 
Length, made no Queſtion of the 
Truth, and he even went further 
than the Truth, in ſuppoſing her Re- 
lations had brought this Action a- 
gainſt him, to get her a Huſband. 


Hz alſo concluded, that to hide 
her Shame, ſhe had produc'd the 
Contract. 
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Contract of Marriage, he was Fool 
enough to give her. He alſo learned 
of his Friends, and indeed partly him- 
ſelf knew, as the Law was his Trade, 
that a young Woman, ſuing out a 
Marriage, and at the ſame Time big 
with Child, would more probably be 
heard in a Court of Juſtice, than all 
the Oaths he could make to the Con- 
trary; and the Contract was a Kind 


of Proof that the whole was his 
Handy- work. 


Bes1Des, Lucretia was handſome, and 
the Life of the Law-end of the Town, 
ſo that all the young Lawyers ſwore ſhe 
ſhould carry her Cauſe right or wrong. 
For, although ſhe was a known Co- 


quette, yet her Gallantries were ſo 
well conducted, that no one dreamt 


the real State of the Caſe. 


Mx. 


CCC \ and * 
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Mn. Smart, ſeeing all theſe Things 


_ againſt him, was determined to get 


out of the Buſineſs, as well as he could; 
for he thought that as ſoon as he 
had laid this Storm, he ſhould be re- 
ceived again by Miſs Jenny, with whom 
he was in Love to Diſtraction. And 
had he let Miſs Lucretia's Lawyers 
known his Mind, the Buſineſs would 


have coſt him dear enough. 


Hz therefore beat about for a good 
Pretence to wait on Mr. St. Laurence 
the Plaintiff's Uncle; for he durſt 
not go outright to the Houſe, for fear 
of adding to the Scandal. 


Ar Length, he got Admiſſion to 
one of Fillups's Friends, that grand 
Plenipo and Director of theſe weighty 
Affairs; who willingly enough liſten- 
ed to his Propoſals. The next Day 

Fillups 
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Fillups waited on St. Laurence, and ac- a 
quainted him of the whole Affair, . 
| and preached a great deal about his " 
| Attachment, and the Service he had 8 
| been of to his Family. 0 


| Tux good old Man was much ſur- Mm 

| prized at hearing the Buſineſs, and by 

| wonder'd exceedingly that his Niece 

| had not made him acquainted with it. 

» But he was Ttill much more ſurprized, 

| when Fillups after having made a Re- . 

| hearſal of theſe Matters, and the few 

Days the Cauſe had laſted ; told him, 
If he would, the Proceſs ſhould be 
* ended out of Hand, for, ſays he, 
Smart offers us great Coſts and 
© Damages. 


-” —- — —— — 
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«© TraT in a Word, Smart's Law- 
| « yer had been at his Houſe, who 
| « offer'd two thouſand Pounds to be 


. 7 * 
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Smart in the Morning; and it was 
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„ paid down, if Matters might be 
% made up. I would have you to 


„ know indeed, (ſays Fillups) Mr. 


« Smart does not in the leaſt fear the 
« Eyvent of his Cauſe ; all he dreads, 
„ is the Umbrage that Miſs Jenny's 
Parents might take, if the Buſineſs 


„ goes on, and that he is on the 


* Brink of Marriage, which if the 
Suit be continued, muſt be deferr'd 
« for a Time. That in Effect, he 
4 ſacrificed this paltry Sum to his 
« Pleaſure, which at another Time, 


< he would not have done.” 


All*this he urg'd and more; for in 
Truth, he had been well greaſed by 


uſual with this good Proctor, to take 
Fees on both Sides. He preſſed it fo 
home, and obſerved that there was no 

Need 
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Need to conſult Lucretia, who being 
a Minor, could not act; and that her 
Uncle, who was her Guardian, was at 
Liberty to do what he thought the 
beſt, and moſt for her Intereſt. 


Ix a Word, the two thouſand 
Pounds were paid on one Side, and a 
formal Diſcharge of the Contract was 
given on the other. Fillups elated 
with his Succeſs, immediately flew to 
Lucretia's Apartment, and bawl'd out 
at the Door, Well Mz, did not I 
« tell you, I ſhould get Damages and 
<« Coſts, See here! my little Wagtail, 
« —here are two thouſand Guineas ;— 
lock at them, if you have not loſt 
« your Wits ; — had I left you to 
© yourſelf you had been undone— 
% come, make me your beſt Curt'ſy, 
„  — Or, be that as it will, I ſhall 
8 &« take 


ng 
ner 


Contempt of Riches, 
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te take this hundred Pound Note for 
my Trouble.” 


LUCRETIA, was as much 
ſurpriz'd at the Compromiſe, as ſhe 
had been at his commencing. the 
Suit. | 


Sys made him no other Anſwer 
than ſuch as ſhew'd her generous 


* 


«© IT is impoſſible for me (ſays ſhe) 
* to ſurvive this Affair; this abo- 
„ minable Suit, which was carry'd 
„ on againſt my Will.” 


HowzveR, ſhe thank'd Fillups for 
his Attachment to her Intereſt, and 
made him double the Preſent he 
required, | . 


F. LUCRE- 
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LUCRET IA, was thus reduc'd 
to ſeek out ſome other Cover for her 
Shame ; but we'll let her reſt for the 
preſent, for Women in her Condition, 
can't bear too great Fatigue. 


— 


2 


S. N . S- 
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CHAP. V. 
Mr. Bedcott makes his Appearance 
A Love Epiſtle— Curious Theatrical 
Remarks — Miſs Jenny becomes 4 
fime Lady, and goes into the pclite 
World— A few Charatters. 


R. Smart, thus freed from his 
1 wicked Promiſe, ran directly 
to Jennys Father, with the Diſcharge 
in his Hand; having firſt appeas'd 
Mrs. Gripe by ſending her a large 
Glafs, a better Harpſichord, and ſome 
fine Chelſea China. But it fo fell out, 
that Mr. Gripe gave him a very cold 
Reception; and talk'd in a high Tone 
about the Folly of making ſuch a 
Promiſe z and he even ſuppoſed, by 
the ſame Rule, that he might have 
E 2 promis d 
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promis d twenty more young Wo- 
men, of which he ſhould take Time 
to enquire, and therefore, he deferr'd 
the Match for two Months. 


ALL this poor Smart was forced to 
bear, not a little regretting the Money 
he had paid, in Hopes of getting 
married in two Days. 


BuT in Truth, the Marriage 'was 
not deferr'd on Account of the Pro- 
miſe made to Lucretia, but during 
the Clutter there had been about it, 
he had heard of another Offer made 
for Jenny, which he thought much 
more advantageous. - 


GRIPE was willing, as he ſaid, 
ro have two Strings to his Bow, he 
therefore only deferred it, till he had 
diſcovered which Party was the richeſt 
of the two, being determin'd at all 
x Events 
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Events to leave the pooreſt in the 
Lurch. The new Gallant that was 
propoſed to Jenm, was a Lawyer too, 
or at leaſt one who had intitled him- 
ſelf to the Bar by putting on a 
Gown. 


Fox twenty Years laſt paſt, he had 
conſtantly appear'd at the Hall, but 
during that long Time had ne- 
ver made ſo much as one ſingle 
Motion; but on the contrary he ſpent 
his whole Time in Jabbering of News 
and State-Affairs; having mix'd him- 
ſelf with that Flock of Geeſe, that 
go every Day to Weſtminſter to talk 
over the Secrets of Government, as 
if each of them were ſeparately of the 
Privy-Council. 


Tnvs he ever ſpent his Morning, 
and after Dinner, he lounged away 
E. 3 his 
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his Time, *till it was very late, either 
at ſome Coffee-Houſe, Auction or 
other Place, where it was attended with 
a very little Expence ; for he was a 
Man on whom Avarice was very pre- 
dominant. A Quality he had learn'd 
of his Father, who was a very wealthy 
Hatter on the Bridge, and who had 
multiplied his Money by double 
Uſuty. We fhall call him John Bedcots, 
tor his Name was that, or ſomething 
very like it; but whatever it was, 
is but of little Importance to our 
true Hiſtory. It's ſaid his Son was 
very like him, being a pot-gutted, 
crookediſh, thick-ſhoulder'd Fellow. 


Taz Chambers of Counſellor Bed- 
cott were a perſect Muſzum of An- 
tiquities; not that he had any real 
fine Things in them, I ſpeak only 
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of his Furniture, and ſome hard Go- 
thic Inſcriptions which he had ga- 
ther d up at the Sale-ſhops, and for 
Fear they ſhould be broke, he had 
plac'd em in wicker Baſkets, as if 
they had been the fineſt China-Ware. 


His Chimney was furniſh'd with 
a parcel of old ruſty Arms that 
had been of Service in the Civil War. 
He had alſo ſome Cages of Birds, 
which he had bred, and nursd up 
himſelf in his Apartments. 


 TrzxE was but one Thing he was 
ever known to ſpend Money on, and 
that was his Library, where one may 
 fay, he had all the Books in the 
World, But all bought at the . 
eſt Rate. 


E 4 Ax 
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Ax Author, that had wrote many 
Volumes was always made up of dif- 
ferent Sizes, Binding and Editions, 
and moſtly incompleat. But his chief 
Delight was in Books in the Gothic 
Texts, with wooden Prints in them, for 
fuch he always bougbt by Weight. 


He avoided all good Company 
for Fear of embarking in ſome Ex- 
pence. Indeed, once he was a Mem- 
ber of a Club frequented by Men of 
Wit, but he left their Society, be- 
cauſe that once a Quarter he was 
forc'd to pay Six-pence to a Man 
that ſwept the Room. 


Tris Objection of his afforded the 
Company great Pleaſure, for they 
had found out, that his Mind was 

like 
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like a Pumice-Stone, impoſſible to be 
poliſh'd. Some good Qualities, he 
had, ſuch as Chaſtity and Sobriety ; 
theſe were as predominant as his 
Stingyneſs; he was alſo modeſt as 
a Virgin, which might have been of 
Uſe to him had he been young. 


For if he chanc'd but to look on 
a Woman, he became as red as a 
Turkey-Cock. Nay, ſo very ſhame- 
fac'd was he, that if at any Time, 
he had occaſion to talk to a Woman, 
he always turn'd his Head another 
Way; and twiſted his Buttons or 
his Hat, gnawed his Gloves, or elſe 
ſcratch'd himſelf where he did not 
itch. | 


InvzzD his Dreſs was as ridicu- 
lous as his Mien; he was a Salma. 
E 5 | gundi 
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gundi of all the different Modes that 
have reign'd for the laſt fifty Years. 


He had a little ſhallow Hat, tho 
his Head ſpired up like a Steeple; 
his Shoes were broad, ſquare-toed, 
and high heed, and he never thought 
himſelf well dreſt, without he had a 
Bunch. of Ferrit' in them; he wore 


ſtrait Sleeves, and no Plaites, for that 


he thought ſaved Cloth; and from 


Head to Foot he was clad at this 
fantaſtical Rate. 


War a pity it is, that ſo hopeful 
a Stick of Wood, ſhould be with- 
out Branches! This he thought him- 
ſelf, or ſome- body elſe put into his 
Head, But the 


that: whenever he married, the Treaty 


grand Misfortune was 


muſt be brought about by Embaſſy, 
like 


h 
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like the Marriage of great Princes; 
tho* not out of Grandeur, but through 
Shame facedneſs. 


ArrER ſome Deliberation, he ſet a- 
bout marrying in good earneſt. He 
began to ſpruce himſelf up; he ſprink- 
led his Hair with a little Flour 
had his Hat ſcour'd; lengthened out 
out his Cloak; nay he even put on 
Rufes, (but they look'd rather WKke: 
Tape than Ornaments, they were ſo 
ſhort) and he became ſomewhat more 
ſociable than he uſed to be. One 
of his Couſins ſeeing this, mentioned 
him to Mr Gripe as a Son-in-Law 
who look'd on him as an Adonis, as 
he had fifty thouſand Pounds, capital: 
Stock in the Funds. 


Jobn 
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* 


Jobn Bedcott Eſq; being ſo exceedingly 
rich, Matters were ſoon ſettled with 
Mr. and Madam Gripe; for had he 
wanted all his Fingers and Toes, 
it would, have been a Matter quite 
indifferent to them. 


BuT our poor Bedcott found him 


ſelf horribly hamper'd how to make 
Love to Miſs Jen. He made a 


hundred Excuſes about going, ſaid it 


was Time enough to ſee her yet, it 
would be as well when the Writings 
were done. 


Tuar he did not mind Beauty, 
and that whatever ſhe was, he would 


take her for better and worſe. But, 


ſays his Couſin, whoſe Name was 
Harris, what if the young Woman 
ſhould not like you. 

Fox 


r 
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Fox that cries Bedcott no honeſt 
Woman ought to diſlike her Huſband. 
Notwithſtanding all this, the Marri- 
age Settlements went on a-pace, and 
Harris ſeeing it impoſſible to get the 
better of his Coz's Modeſty, was 
determin'd at all Rates to bring them 
Face to Face. 


To accompliſh this, he invited 
Bedcott to his Houſe one Day, when 
he knew that Mrs Gripe and her 
Daughter would viſit his Wife. Mr 
Bedcott was very exact to his Engage- 
ment; without at all ſurmizing the 
Ambuſh that was laid for him, and 
he had been there but a little Fime 
ere Mrs. Gripe and Jenny came in. 
He bluſh'd, was exceſſively out of 


Countenance, and was making 2 3 
but, 
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but Harris ſeizing him by the Arm, 
ſaid as follows. 6 


«© STay, ſweet Couſin, you are in 
Luck to Day; here's the young La- 


% dy that is to be your Wife, and. 
the good Lady your future Mo- 


„ ther in Law.” 


Tnis Proceeding made hin all Con- 
fuſion, but finding it impoſſible to 
eſcape, he made two Scratches with 
each Leg to the Ladies, and fat. 
down very quietly,. truſting to Har- 
riss urging Matters Home for him. 


H was: ſeated pretty near Miſs 
Zenny, and having put his Hat. on his 
Knees, and rubbing his. Hands toge- 
ther, after he had kept Silence ſome- 
Time, he at length open'd the Conver- 
fation, © Hey day! (ſays he,) on 

it's 


cc 


c«c 
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4 it's yau pretty Miſs, they have talk d 
4 to me ſo much about.“ 


FENNYT replyd' with her uſual 
Innocency, I don't know, indeed Sir, 
4 who may have talk'd of me to you; 
« but I am very ſure that no body 
ever mentioned you to me.“ 


« Way how now! (Miſs, ſays he) 
& ſurely they would not marry you, 
e without mentioning it to you?” 


Tur I can't tell neither,” fays 
Jenny. 


« Bur tell me, Miſs, quoth Bedrott, 
* what Anſwer ſhall you give, if this 


Marriage is propoſed to you?“ 


* I sHALL fay nothing, fon FM 
« * That will be well for me,” cried 


Bedcott 
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Bedcott aloud, (grinning, at thinking 
he was going to ſay a good thing) 


* for you know Madam, as the Pro- 


verb ſays, Silence gives Conſent.” 


As to your Proverbs, Sir, I know 
nothing of them neither, all I know 
is, that in even Matter, I ſhall 
* obey my Papa and Mamma.” 


Bur ſuppoſe they gave you an 
4 Order to fall in Love, with ſuch 


« a brave old Boy as I am?” 


= I snov'd not do it, (ſays Jenm) 
« for don't all the World know that 


« our Parents teach us, never to fall 
« in Love with Boys?” 


&* On! ho! I underſtand you, (ſays 
<« Bedcott) and now you are my Wife.“ 


* No, 


*. 
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„No, no, (ſays ſhe,) it is not ſo 
<« yet, nor perhaps ever may, for 
% many Things happen betwixt the 
Lip and Cup.” 


Mas Gripe, who thirfted after Bed- 
cott's Wealth, like the Hart after the 
Water-Brooks, held it high Time 
to ſide with her Son- i-Law. You 
* muſt not mind, (ſays ſhe) Mr Bed- 
scott, what our Girl ſays, ſhe is but 
* an innocent Child, and quite filly.”? 


% Mapam, (ſays Bedcott,) don't 
* tell me that; ſhe's you Daughter, 
© and your perfect Likeneſs; as ſor 
«© me, I chuſe a young Wife, becauſe 
„ ſhe'll be* obedient, and do as ſhe's 
directed.“ 


« My Girl, (ſays Mrs Gripe) has been 
ever prudently brought up, and to 


manage 
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manage well, and we ſhall deliver 
her to a pradent Man; Jenny has 
* ever work'd from Morning till 
„Evening,“ 


*© WnrarT (afk'd Jerry) am I to work 
„% when I am married? I thought 
© when married, one was only to 
* play, walk, pay and receive Viſits ? 
e Tf that he not the Caſe, I had ra- 
c ther remain as I am; to what Pur- 
« poſe is it elſe to marry ?”? 


HARRIS, who was quick and 
very malicious began to ſmile, and 
" faid, his Couſin. was better bred than 

to expect his Wife to be a Houſe- 
Keeper. „ 


% You reckon without your Hoſt, 
« (fays Bedcott) every Man that mar- 
« ries, does and will expect his Wite's 

Com- 
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« Company, and ſhe muſt look after 
« the Houſe, or otherwiſe ſhe may 
& ruin him, were he as rich as Cræſus. 
« For my Part, I'll have a Wife that 
will do what I order, and obey her 
*« Huſband.” 


You talk, at a rare Rate, fays 
Harris, but Batchelor's Wives are 
finely manag'd; this he faid to turn 
the Diſcourſe. And the only civil 
Thing Bedcott did, or ſaid, whitit he 
was with them, was in offering to pare 
her a Pear, but juſt as it was done, 
it flipt out of his Fingers, and fell 
on the Floor, and when he ſtoop'd 
to ſnatch it up in a great Hurry, a. 
Noiſe was heard which proceeded 
from a Place, which it may not be 
ſo decent to mention ; and to make 
it ſtil the more offenſive, he aſk'd. 
2 thouſand Pardons of the Compa- 


ny 
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ny for the Accident; to which Jen 
pretty briſkly reply d, ſhe had not 
one at his ſervice. 


ArTzR more ſuch fine Diſcourſe, 
the Viſit finiſh'd, and Bedcott waited 
on the two Ladies Home to their 
Houſe, and all the way took the 
Wall of them, not out of Pride or 
Ambition, but through Ignorance. . 


Hz had no ſooner left them, than 
Jenny cried out to her Mother; My 
God! Dear Madam! what a ſhock- 
ing Man is that! But ſhe bid her 
hold her Tongue, and ſaid, ſhe did 
not as yet know what was s 
* herſelf. 


Trae Beauty of Miſs Jenny, made 
ſo lively an Impreſſion on the Heart 
of our Miſer, that he became quite 


Eena- 


e 
· 
Þ 
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enamour'd with her; and he beg'd 
Mr Harris to do all that in him 
lay, to expedite the Marriage. Nor 
wou'd he truſt to that alone, for 
he was determin'd to write to her 
his whole Mind, in a Letter. He 
thought, and bethought ; ſeal'd, and 
unſeal'd his Epiſtle twenty times, at 
length on gilt Paper, (the firſt of 
that quality he had ever uſed) and 
the firſt Eſſay of his Heart were joint- 
ly iſſued forth. 


His Foot-boy who came from 
Wales, the worthy Servant of ſo de- 
ſerving a Maſter, was truſted with the 
Overflowings of his Heart. He charg'd 
the Boy, upon many Pains and Pe- 
nalties, to deliver the Letter into 
Miſs Jenny's own Hands, 


Tris 


94 The TEMPLE BRAU; 


Puts indeed he did, but he for- 
got to tell him to whom it was ad- 
dreſs'd, or from whom it came. 


* 


Miss Jenm only -afk'd him if the 
Poſtage was paid, and carry'd it in- 
ſtantly to her Father, to whom ſhe 
thought it belong'd. -For it was u- 
| dual for her to take in Letters for 
him; and having never yet received 
any herſelf, it never once enter'd into 
her Head to look at the Direct ion, nor 
indeed am I certain that it had one. 


Griet took the Letter, and read 


itz at the ſame Time admiring his 
Daughter's want of Curioſity; and 
the fine Style, and Wit, and ſu- 
perb Expreſſions of his intended Son 
in Law. 


e . 


Dar 


11 
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Tux Foot-boy returning without an 
or- Anſwer. Bedcott a{k'd him, what made 
ad- him ſtay ſo long? But the Boy having 
| been to ſee Sights, gave him but a 
blind Account of the Matter; and 
bringing no Anſwer he conceived the 
Letter was never deliver'd. This de- 
termin'd him at all Events to go him- 
ſelf that Evening, and immediately 
flew to Mr Harris, to defire him ta 
introduce him outright. | 


HARRTS was quite charm'd to 
fee his Couſin become ſo orderly 4 
Lover, and rejoiced at the Change 
1d work'd upon him, for he never could 
is have thought that Bedcott would have 
14 become ſo hardy a Lover as to wait 
U- on his Miſtreſs in Perſon, 


Hz was very well received b 
both the Daughter and Mother ; and 
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as he was not ſo gay a Spark as Mr 
Smart, the old Woman did not ſcru- 


ple to leave the Lovers alone. Bed- 
cott, impatient to know the Succeſs 
of his fine Epiſtle, after the firſt Com- 
pliments made, aſk'd if ſhe had re- 
ceived the Letter, and why ſhe was 
ſo cruel as to ſend him no Anſwer? 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe never look'd at the Let- 
ter that came, but it was anſwer'd by 
the Poſt. | 


I talk not, (ſays he) of Poſt 


« Letters; the Letter I mean, is 
e that my Boy brought you to-day * 


„ LETTER for me, ſays Jep, 
« do you think that modeſt Girls 
receive Letters? Why was it, not 
A Letter about Buſineſs?” | 


RN No (fays Bedcott) it was I, that 
« * had the Boldneſs to write * 
cc O 
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To write that Letter to me, 
* ſays ſhe, why you were in London; 
«© you take me for an ignorant Body 
indeed, to ſuppoſe that I don't 
* know that all Letters come out 
«© of the Country? We receive twen- 
* ty every Day, and my Father does 
* nothing elſe but complain of the 
Charge of Poſtage. But why, Sir, 
* ſays our Innocent, ſhould you write 
* tome? Am not J here on the Spot, 


„ whom you may ſee whenever you 
« pleaſe?” 


BEDCOTT, took hold of theſe Words, 
and as he look'd on his Letter as a 
Maſter-peicez; ©* Why (ſays he) as 
“ you are deſirous to know the Con- 
ce tents of the Letter, I have for- 
«.-tunately kept a Copy of it; here 
te it is,” (pulling it out of his Pocket) 

F and 
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and at the ſame time beginning to 
read it, for fear of a Reply in the Ne- 
gative. 


Miſs IE NN, my Heart's Delight, 

15 Avinxc obtain'd the Authority 
“ and Confent of Meſſieurs 

« your Parents, who permit me to 
© hope to enter into their Alliance, 
« I don't believe it is a Breach of 
„ good Manners, to trace out theſe 
« few Lines; and to make you there- 
© in the under-written Declaration, 
„Which is; that I offer you a 
« Heart quite new, quite pure, and 
« quice neat, and where, as on 
« Virgin Parchment, your Image 
js painted; having never been ſul- 
« lied by any other Crayon, or Pic- 
ture whatever impreſs'd upon it. 
«© But more fitly may I ſay, that I 
„ am a Copper-Plate, which by the 
«© Needle 
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« Needle and Poignancy of your Re- 
t gard, am etch'd with your fair Fi - 
& gurez and which being ſtain'd with 
© the Tears of your Rigour, you 
% may take Proofs from me, every 
« Hour of the Day. O! that in Re- 
„ venge, I could ſee your Heart a- 
<« like engrav'd with my dear Image. 
*© But not to puſh this Allegory too 
« far, I wiſh theſe ſincere Thoughts, 
& may preſs, and incline you to Mar- 
& riage; and that we ſoon may be 
< rivetted with Adamantine Cramps 
© to each other, in one Habitation; 
© where we'll learn to lead a tran- 
& quil Life, all the Hours of our 
* good Days. -Iwiſh you a good Hour 
& of the Day, and good Hours and 
* Days for ever, from your very hum- 
4 ble and affectionate future Huſ- 
cc hand | 


Jon BepcorrT. 
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Miss Fenny liſten'd with all her 
Ears to the Letter, and thinking ſhe 
had not been attentive, becauſe ſhe 
underſtood it not, defir'd Bedcott to read 
it over again. This he did with great 
Glee believing it to be a Mark of its 
being a Maſter-Peice of its Kind. But 
when he came to the Word Allegory, 
ſhe ſtopt him ſhort: Crying, for 
6 God's ſake, Mr. Bedcott! is not 
that Word ſome vile Double-tan- 
der? Does it mean no ill?” And 
juſt as Bedcott was going to ex- 
plain the Meaning; No, no, ſays 
* ſhe, I won't hear the Meaning of 
„the filthy Word; Mamma, has 
always bid me not liſten to naſty _ 
Dauble-tanders, put it up, Sir, I beg; 
and then ſhe flew to her Mother, and 
Bedcott after her; who having nothing 
to ſay all the reſt of the Night, was for- 
. ced 
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ced to paſs his Time, in ſitting very 
quietly, and helping her wind up Balls 
of Cotton. 


Ir happen'd that Evening, Mrs. Har- 
ris, the Wife of Bedcott's Couſin, came 
to pay Madam Gripe a Viſit. Mrs. 
Harris was a Woman of Wit, and. 
who lov'd to keep good Company ; 
for which Reaſon, ſhe ſeldom viſited 
at Gripe's, ſhe and her Houſe being e- 
qually dull. 


Tu Minute ſhe enter'd, Mrs Gripe 
began in her uſual Way to worry her 
to Death about the Affairs of her Fa- 
mily. She complain'd of the Cares of 
having Children; of the Villainy of 
her Servants ; of her Intention cfturn- 
ing hers all out of Doors; of each 
of which ſhe gave a compleat Hiſtory, . 
both as to their good and ill Quali- 
£2 ties; 
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ties; and at length deſir'd to know 
if Mrs Harris could not recommend 
any, to ſupply their Places? Then 
ſhe went on to complain of Houſe- 
keeping ; of the Dearneſs of Proviſion ; 
and that to keep a Table now a Days, 
was a bottomleſs Pit of Expence. 


By that time ſhe had finiſhed her 
tedious Narrations, old Mr. Gripe re- 
turned Home; he had at the Expence 
of a Creolian Client of his, been pam- 
pering his Body the whole Day. He 
had din'd at the Ship on Turtle, and 
finiſh'd the Debauch at the Play, this 
high Kind of Living, with a Gallon 
of Wine he had guzzled down, had 
put him in tip-top Spirits. 


Ir was therefore to no Purpoſe for 
him to enter his Study, to ſcribble 
till Midnight according to Cuſtom. 


As 
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As ſoon as he was ſeated, he bawl'd 
out, in a marvellous Tranſport,** that 
* he had ſeen the fineſt new Play in 
* the World! That the Houſe was 
quite full! And that he had beheld 
at leaſt twenty Thouſand Black- 
* guards and Pickpockets !” 


Mas. HARRIS, who doated on 
Plays, eagerly aſk'd him the Name 
of this fine Play ? 


e Have Patience, Madam (ſays he) 

„ and you ſhall be fatisfied. There 
« was a Fellow in it call'd Cinna, who 
4% took it into his Noddle to kill 
« a certain Emperor ; for which pur- 
«« poſe, he made a League offenſive 
and defenſive with one Mr. Max- 
« 7mus, or ſome ſuch Name; but it fell 
ee out, that ſome old Woman diſco- 
F 4 «. vere” 
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** ver'd the Plot. There was alſo a- 
** nother Woman that appeas'd all 


this Strife; and then the Emperor ap- 


*+ pear'd ſitting in a great Chair, with 
two ſpecial Pleaders by him; and 
„ ſo the Play being thus full of a 
e thoufand unforeſeen Accidents; af- 
*< terwards the King pardons the Tray- 
* tors; and then at the End, the Em- 
e peror and they are as loving as ſo 
«© many Tantam Pigs! Faith, twas the 


„e fneit Piece that ever was acted.” 


Meruixke, ſays Mrs. Harris, its a 
pity you were not deſir'd to write the 
Prologue, you have ſo wondrous a 
knack of deſcribing Tragedy! But 


here, ſhe was interrupted by the Ar- 


rival of M. Smart. 


Mr. GRT p E, being belf-ſeas-over, 
received him in a civiler way, than he 
was uſed; not but that he intended to 


break off with him, the very firſt fault 
| that 


cc 
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that Smart ſhould commit. After Smart - 
had made his Bows, applying himſelf 
to Mrs. Gripe, Well, my good Mo- 
«+ ther, is my Pardon ſeal'd?“ 8 


% ron'T know what you mean by 
« ſealing, ſays ſhe, with your Pardons 
and all?” . 


« I' MEAN, ſays Smart, is my Fault 
4 drowned in the River of Oblivion?“ 


e What River of Oblivion? ſays old 
* MrGripe, Forgetfulneſs belongs to 
© Dogs?” And then he fell a laugh- 
ing, dreaming he had ſaid the moſt ſe- 
vere thing in the World. 2 


« War, ſays Smart, if I did any Miſ- 
e chief, I have amply repaid it; if not 
«© I am feady to make a full Retribu- 
« tion,” o | 
| F 5 6 IF-- 
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J is not for that, (ſays Mrs Gripe) 
« I am angry with you. No, no, it 
eis becauſe you are a vile Rake, a 
«© Debauchee, and a perfidious Villain.“ 
To back this polite Speech, the old 
Lawyer added, ** that he was ſo ſhock- 
« ing a Fellow that he would have 
47 nothing more to do with him.“ 


SMART was purpoſing to juſtify 


his Character, but both the Huſband 
and Wife began ſuch a Telling, that he 
was glad to get away at any Rate. 
Upon this, Maſter Tommy (Cripe s 
youngeſt Son) rode into the Hall upon 
2 Stick, and the old Father, to pleaſe 
the Child did the like upon a Broom. 


Mus ITAR RIS laugh'd very hear · 
tily, to ſee the old Fool make ſuch an 
Aſs of himſelf, But Mr. Bedcott, to 


ſhew his reading, obſerved, that "thoſe 


who 
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) who had read Plutarch, muſt needs 
t remember that Agiſlaus was once ſur- 
prized in the like Action, and that all 
he ſaid to thoſe that beheld him, was, 
that be der d they would ſuſpend their 
laughter, *till they themſelves had Children. 
This Caſe, exactly in Point, ſtop'd 
Mrs. Harris's Mouth, and made Gripe 
admire the great Erudition of his in- 
tended Son in Law, 


The reſt of the Evening's Conver- 
ſation, was ſpent in ſuch like Follies, 
ſo that the good Mrs. Harris was hor- 
ribly fatigued, and took her Leave; 
and Mrs. Gripe deſir*d all the Com- 
pany to depart at the ſame Time; 
for that the uſual Hour of locking up 
the Doors was paſt. After this Viſit, 
poor Smart's Affair went on daily 


from bad to worſe, and Bedcott's took 
juſt the other Turn. 


I pony 
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I pox'r mean, that Miſs Jem 
tavoured one more than the other, 
tor ſhe was equally indifferent to 
them both, or rather ſhe had for both 
an equal Deteſtation. But Mr. Gripe 
being determin'd not to let Bed- 
cott's immenſe Wealth flip through 
his Fingers, only defer'd the Marri- 
age, till he had found a good Oppor- 
tunity to quarrel with Snart. Things 
being thus ſettled to his Mind, he 


thought it might not be amiſs to let 


Miſs Jeum ſee a little of the World, 
and have ſome Education beſtow'd 
upon her. 


To effect this grand End, they began 
with allowing her more Liberty than u- 
ſual in the Houſe. They alſo had a 
firſt rate Dancing Maſter, who came to 
here very Morning to faſhion her, and 
inſtruct her in his Art. But one Thing 
the old Woman inſiſted on, viz. that the 

4 ** 
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firſt Dances ſhe ſhould be taught, 
ſhould be Green Sleeves, and Thomas I 
Cannot; which Dances ſhe averr*d were 
danc'd at her Wedding, and were to 
be juſtly preferr*d to all others. 


Tay alſo agreed ſhe ſhould ſee Com- 
pany at Home and go a viſiting with 
Mrs. Harris, to all "thoſe polite ones 
chat liv*d in her Neighbourhbod. Jen- 
xy, tho? ſhe ſeem'd fly and ſtupid, was 
nevertheleſs very well received at all 
Drums ſhe went to, on Account of her 
excellent Beauty; for a handſome Per- 
ſon is always an Ornament to a Rout, 


AMONGST theſe there was a certain 
Aſſembly, that diſtinguiſh*d themſelves 
by the Title of the Brilliant Club. They 
conſiſted of bothSexes, and ſet them- 
ſelves up for Wits. Their chief Buſi- 
neſs was to invent Lies on.all Sorts 


of 
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of People for which Reaſon, they 
were generally call'd the Lying Club 
by the reſt of the Town. It was held 
at the Houſe of a young Lady whom 
we ſhall call Angelica; who, as ſhe was 
a Lady of great Merit, ſo I don't very 
well know, how ſhe became imbark*d in 
this Aſſembly. She had learnt ſome 

, and had read moſt Authors 
of Note. But ſhe hid her Knowledge, as 
tho? it was a Crime. However, ſhe was 
never aſhamed to give juſt Opinions of 
Men and Manners, tho* to what ſhe 
faid, the reſt of the Company hardly 
ever attended. 


To ſay the Truth, this Aſſembly 
was like all others, the major Part of 
the People that frequented it not being 
over-wiſez therefore they ever ſided 
with that Opinion, which had moſt 
Votes. We may compare her to Cof- 
Audra, who was never believ'd when 
ſhe 
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the ſpoke Truth. One of her Couſins, 
a Member of this Ru#le, generally car- 
ried off all their Opinions to the 
fide ſhe inclin'd; ſhe affected to be 
learned, with a Pedantry that was not 
to be born. | 


Ons of her Lovers, forſooth, taught 
her Latin, another Italian, a think A 
tronomy, and a fourth the Art of Ver- 
fifying. So ſhe had juſt as many Maſ- 
ters, as humble Servants. This Lady's 
true Name was Abigail, but the Name 
ſhe aſſum'd was Partbeniſſa, which it's 
preſum'd ſhe borrow'd of Bridget — 
in the Play. 


_ Buy as one of her Admirers was 
bimſelf! a Character, I ſhall fer him 
out in full Length, his Name was 
Fackfon, a tall lank Body, with a ve- 
ry ſharp Noſe; be ſet himſelf up for 
lhe fe 


- - 
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a Man of Travel and Education, for 
having left his Country for Debt in 
his Youth, he had moved from Gar- 
ret to Garret throughout moſt great 
Towns in Chriſtendom, till the Age 
of forty five, when on the Death of 
his Father he return'd home, He 
was Son to a. Hedge Attorney in a 
Country Village, who being quite 
ſick of his low Trade, had put on 
the Bar-Gown ; but having neither 
Learning, Knowledge, or Experience 
for ſuch a Buſineſs, he found him- 


ſelf - abſolutely without Clients, and as 
therefore wiſely retired to the Coun- eo 
try, and employ'd himſelf in bringing Ste 
up ten Children he had by his Lady, the 
whom he had advanced from the 

Kitchen to his Bed: Thus nobly born 
Mr Jackſon aſter his Travels, where * 
its beliey'd he loſt his Wits, aſſum'd "ak 


to himſelf the Conceit of his being 
born 
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born of an illuſtrious Family, altho' the 
whole World and he himſelf alſo knew 
he only was the Grandſon of a ſhabby 
Attorney, whoſe Father was a low 
Huſbandman; yet forſooth, nothing 
was good enough for our new Man 
of Quality to be civil to. Nothing 
ever equall'd his Pride and Inſolence, 
inſomuch that within a Year after he 
returned Home, he had been kick'd 
out of the Houfes of all his Country 
Neighbours, who could not conceive ' 
that our Hero was ſo great a Man 
as he pretended; as moſt of them 
eould prove his Parents had been 
Stewards or Rent-Gatherers for their 
their Anceſtors. 


Beixs thus a ſecond Time driven 
ſrom his Country, he hited Cham- 
bers in. Town, where, at this and o- 
ther Routs, he may vaunt of his Race 

without 
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without being detected till Dooms: 
Day. Mr. Jackſon, as Partheniſſa's 
Mind was juſt like his own, ſet up 
for an Admirer; he had no great 
Beauty indeed to recommend him as 
a Lover, for his Complexion was of 
a Monkey Tint; over which Age 
and Ill-nature had caſt a yellow Tinge, 
ſo that he exactly reſembled in Hue 
an over - grown Toad-Stool, and for 
the reſt, from Head to Foot, he was 
a very Satyr. 


His Mouth was wide, and his 


Teeth long, which ſhew'd his natu- 
ral Diſpoſition to bite and worry; 


and on his Countenance ſat a malici- 
ous Grin, as if determined at all 
Times to exhibit his tuſky Tangs, to 
the Terror of all Reholders. 


His Eyes, were ſunk deep in his 
Head 
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Head, and in them ſhone à Ferret- 
like Kind of Fire, with which he div'd 
into his Neighbours Misfortunes; and 
which he ever exaggerated and multi- 
plied; for there never liv'd fo great a 
Lyar, or ever exiſted fo envious a Soul; 
if he had been conſulted at the Creation, 
nothing had happened as it is, all good 
things he wou'd have had reverſed, to 
put I ones in their Place; and at the 
Proſperity of another, as the Poet ſays; 


A pale and wan, es Aber was his Look, 
His Body lean and meagre as a Rake, : 
And Skin all witber d like an aged Rook, 
Turs two Devil-Things were ever 
grinning and ſneering at the Reſt of 
the Company, ſo that in a ſhort Time, 
their Converſation was Tete a Tete; I 
have ſince been told, that their Love 
ended in * and that they liv'd 
well 
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well enough together for a Month, af- 


ter which they parted far as they Poles 
aſunder. 


Bur as in this mixt Society there were 
Geniuſes of all Kinds, ſo the fineſt ſort 
of Man amongſt them was Mr. Blaze, 
the Admirer, and humble Servant of 
Angelita ; and who did all he could to 
obtain her good Graces. 


THERE was alſo a certain Author, 
one Mr. Colley, belonging to this polite 
Aſſembly, whoſe Peices had been well 
received in his Youth ; but at preſent he 
was ſo decry'd that not one Bookſeller 
in Town would print his. Works. For 
which Cauſe he endeavour'd to make 
himſelf amends, by reading his Pro 
ductions aloud, in all Companies he 
came into, But here, by your Leave 
kind Reader, I ſhall ſtop ſhort, for 


ſhou'd I ſtay to deſcribe all Mr. Collzy's 


Im- 
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Impertinencies, as well as thoſe of ma- 
ny more, who conſtituted this extraor- 
dinary Club, I ſhou'd too long defer the 
two Marriages I have on my Hands. 


Lr it ſuffice then to ſay, that there 
met every Night at Angelica's Houle a 
Maſs of People, few of which will be 
Heroes in our Hiſtory. The Day that 
Miſs Jenny was preſented to Angelica, 
tae Aſſembly was not ſo crouded as u- 
ſual, and therefore it fell out that the 


Talk was witty and agreeable enough. 


Fox altho” un did not join much 
in the Converſation, yet ſhe was very 
attentive to a Diſcourſe which it may 
not be amiſs partly to inſert in this 
Book. As ſoon as the - firſt Compli- 
ments were made, which the moſt 
ingenious People, ſometimes perform 
with Succeſs; for it conſiſts only in a 

oo 
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profound Bow and ſomewhat mutter d 
betwixt the Lips, which no body un- 
derſtands; Paritbeniſſa who could only 
endure ſuch Talk as favour'd of know- 
ledge, ſoon cut their Diſcourſes ſhort : 
She complain'd of Mrs. Harris, who 
had ſet out with talking of the News 
of the Town, and of the Neighourhood, 
told her ſuch Talk, was like that at a 
Chriſtening, or the mere Diſcourſe of 
Godmothers; whereas polite People, 
ſhould only talk of Books, of Learning, 
of Plays, &c. from whence, ſhe fell 
foul of ſeveral modern Authors, till 
her whole Stock of Criticiſm was ſpent. 


Gop knows if thoſe Remarks ſhe 
made were juſt, or not; but I muſt 
beg Leave to omit this part of the 
Night's Converſation, for had I been to 
determine the Buſineſs, it's moſt proba- 
ble it would have fallen diametrically 

Op- 
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oppoſite to the Verdict ſhe gave; tho 
this with the Company would ſeem a 
capital Crime. They would perhaps 
have uſed me worſe than a Hiftorian, 
or Gazetteer-Writer. | 


Bes1Dts this Rout conſiſted of ſuch 
fine Men! Men of ſo much Delicacy ! 
that one ought to be well upon one's 
Guard, as to what is ſaid, for the leaſt 
Word of Raillery, or even a medeſt 
Commendation equally ſets them in a 
Flame, and renders them your irrecon- 
cileable Enemy. For this Reaſon, I 
dare not give you an exact Detail of all 
that paſs'd, but only of what paſt 
in general. Afterwards the Diſcourſe 
turn'd on the ſubje& of Poems, and of 
the Way to become eminent from ſuch 


Writings. 


„Tun 
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* Tre greateſt Pleaſure, I can con- 
e celve, in this World is (faith Par- 
* theniſſa), to be an Author; to be a- 
„ ble to write a Book. It is in this 
&« alone, Lenvy the Men, they * 
* PROS ſo many.“ 


wur for bat don Angelica), 
© one need not wiſh to be of one or 
the other Sex; Women having 
&* inall Ages produc'd very good ones, 
even ſo good, as to be the ** of 
x the Men.” 


«© To! that is undeniable(ſays Mrs. 
Harris) yet thoſe who have wrote 
the beſt have conceal'd themſelves, 
4c as if it were a Crime in us to write, 
'« and thoſe who have done ill, in that 
«© Way, are the jeſt, and by-word of 


the World. So that tho” the thing 
; &« has 
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& has certainly happen'd, yet, by this 
*© Concealment, we have reap'd but 
„ {mall Glory.” 


Fox my Part, (ſays Mr. Blaze, who 
« was Angelica's Admirer) I am quite 
* of another Mind; for I think, that 
e thoſe who hide their Knowledge, ac- 
* quire a double Glory; for to Infirut?- 
ion, they join Modeſty.” 


« Anp were I King (ſays Colley) I | 
* would hinder all Females from ſcrib- 


bling any Books; for under the Pre- 


4 text of ſome Romance, or little 
«© Peice of Poetry or another, they 
„ ſo ſweep the Bookſellers of all their 
„ Money, that none reſts with them to 
& pay for the Works of truly good Hi- 
<< ſtorians, or even Philoſophers. This 
< Buſineſs, I have much at Heart; for 


< I ſpeak by Experience. 
, G Too 
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To which Mr. Paris, another of 
the Company, reply'd, One ſees 
« Sir, by your Warmth, that Intereſt 
<« directs your Opinion; but ſurely, tho? 
* many Poems and Romances are 
„ pripted; yet one daily ſees many 
<<. voluminous Books brought to light, 
<< both antient and modern. So I fear 
s that ſuch as the Bookſellers refuſe, it's 
rather for want of Merit in them.” 


As for you, Mr. Paris, (ſays Colley) 
& *tis but ſeldom you give your Friend 
a helping Hand; your Satire, is on 
all Caſes predominant.” 


Aup, ſays Blaze, we live in a nice 
© Age, Mr. Colley, and to ſay. the 
« Truth, one too often finds People 
« aiming at great Works, that hardly 
can accompliſh a good Sonnet. 
| ALL 


f 
I 


Or, the Town Coquers. 124 


ALL of a ſud den Miſs Jenny bawl'd _ 
out, who till then had been as mute 
as a Fiſh; nay now, you come to 
your Sonnets, I have one about me, that 
was left with my Father in praiſe of the 
Law. Upon which Mr. Blaze to in- 
duce her to talk, and out of good Man- 
ners, deſir d to ſee it. She begg'd to 
be excus'd, affirming it to be ſo very 
long, indeed, that reading it, would 
be taking up too much Time. 


Wrar, Miſs, ſays Partheniſſa with a 


Sneer, can fourteen Verſes take up ſo 
much Time! 


* My God! (ſays Jenm) my Sonnet 
% is more than four Hundred Verſes.” 
At the ſame Time ſhe pulled out of her 
Pocket a Book bound in gilt Paper, 
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which conſiſted of one entire Poem. 
The Company, could not help laugh- 
ing, at this Miſtake of Jenny's; but a- 
bove all Parnetbhiſſa; to whom Miſs 
Jenny replied, with a Bluſh, ** pray, is 
<* not this Verſe? Pam ſure my Papa 
told me it was? 


«© Yes, Miſs, (ſays Blaze,) it is moſt 
certainly Verſe.“ 


&* Ap why then, (ſays Jenny,) ſince 
& all Sonnets are Verſe, why is not this 
« Sonnet? This made the Laugh 
ſtill louder; inſomuch, that Angelica, 
out of mere Civility, was forced to run 
to Miſs 7enny, and turn the Converſati- 
on, to put an End to the great Confu- 


ſion the poor GuT's Ignorance had 


brought her into. Mifs Jenm being 


thus convinced of her Deficiency in this 


Point, begg'd of Angelica to procure her 
fome 
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fome good Books to read, upon which 
ſhe acquainted Mr, Blaze, who had a 
ſine Library of Miſs Gripe's Deſire, who 
promiſed to ſupply her with all ſuch 
Books as his Study afforded. But ob- 
ſerving a Paper that Angelica had let fall, 
he ran and took it up. O Madam,” 
(ſays he,) having juſt caſt his Eyes an 
% it, I find by the Superſcription, that 
„this is the Eſſay you have ſo long 
e promiſed to favour the Aſſembly 
«© with” Angelica bluſh'd, and could 
not deny the Charge, whereupon Mr. 


Blaze immediately began reading it to 
the Company, 9 
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GC AT VE: 
The Hiftcry of Lovs : A moral Tale. 


44 ENUS being infinitely enraged 
with her Son Cupid for the many, 


and almoſt daily and hourly repeated In- 
ſults put upon the Gods, was determin'd 


to bring him to condign Puniſhment ; 


and meeting Mercury full Poſt on a large 
Plain, in the Precincts of Heaven, ſhe 
ſtopp'd him ſhort, and laid open to him 
the Contents of her Mind. 


MERCURY, who himſelf had 
ſuffer d by him, readily joined with the 
- Goddeſs, to bring this Urchinto a better 
and truer Senſe of Things; and they ſo 
agreed it, that the next Day as Cupid 
was fondling with his Mother on her 

Knees, 
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Knees, that Mercury ſhould ſeize him, 

and give him at leaſt a hundred Baſti- 

nadoes with his Caducius. Matters 

being thus fix'd, Cupid had certainly 

been well chaſtis'd, to the Contentment 
of the whole Heaven, but that luckily 
for him, he was juſt at that Time (being 
almoſt ſpent with Miſchief) ſeeking Re- 
poſe under the Shade of a large Myrtle, 

that was near the Road, and ſo over- 

heard the Plot juſt as Venus and Mercu- 

ry had ſettled Preliminaries. 


Tux Minute they parted, Cupid, well 
knowing how indulgent all Grandmo- 
thers are to their ſecond Offspring, dart- 
ed himſelf without Loſs of Time into 
the Sea; where quickly arriving at the 
Palace of Thetis, with many Sobs and 
Sighs, he related the Cruelty of his Mz- 
ther, and her Abettor Mercury. 
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THETIS charm'd with her Boy, 
immediately took him, and ſhut him up 
in her own Cloſet, where for ſome Days 
he amuſed himſelf with pulling to Pie- 
ces all the fine Shell-Work, the prin- 
cipal Ornaments of that delicious Re- 
treat. But ſoon growing tired of this 
Confnement, he ſtole forth into all the 
Avenues, Parks, and Gardens of The- 
tis*s Palace, and quickly had Recourſe 


to his old Trade; for he ſo wounded 


the Fiſhes with his Arrows, that ever 
ſince, theſe, *till then, cold Animals; 
are become the moſt prolific of all ſub- 
Junary Creatures. Inſomuch that, The- 
tis's Kingdom ſuddenly became ſo popu- 
lous, that ever ſince her Subjects are 
ſo barbarous, as to devour one another 


like Wolves. But indeed, had he ſtopt 


here, there had not been much miſchief 
done; for afterwatds, he became more 
hardy 


Or, the Town. CoqQue Ts. 129 


hardy and bold, and he ſhot his Ar- 
rows at the Sirens themſelves, (who are 
Opera-Girls of Thetis's Court) and they 


gave way to Love; however virtuous 
ſuch Ladies are known to be. 


Nox did he reſt ſatisfied with this; for 
being bent on higher Game, he let fly 
at the Naides (who are the Maids of Ho- 
nour of the maritime Queen) and ſeeing 
one more prudiſh than the Reſt; he 
wounded her ſo deeply, that ſhe ſuffe- 
red herſelf to be ſeduced by the Lord 
Treaſurer of the Shells. 


Bur it was not enough for them to 
be in Love; a Place to ſatisfy that 
Love was the moſt difficult Thing in 
the World to be found; for as Thetis's 
Palace is built of the pureſt Cryſtal, it 
was impoſſible for them to ſatiſty their 
Inclination, without at the ſame Time 
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being diſcover'd by the Tritons, who 
are the Life-Guards of that Court. To 
conquer this Difficulty then, they a- 
greed to meet near the Carybdrs, where 
there is a Caſcade in Form like a Gulf, 
and ſo dangerous, that ſcarce any one 
can paſs it. However, they could not 
accompliſh their little Affairs ſo ſilent- 
ly, but they were heard by the Dogs of 
Scylla ; for it's near that Place where 
Neptune's Dog-Kevunel is. One of theſe 
Court-Dogs had no ſooner begun to 
to howl, but the whole Pack ſet up 
their Yelling, ſo that the Band of Mu- 
ſick, who live near to Scylla, and an old 
worn. out jealous Triten, who was Go- 
vernor in theſe Quarters ſoon awaked. 
He inſiſted upon immediately knowing 
what was the Cauſe of all this Noiſe, 
fearing it was Rogues, that were come 
to rob him of thoſe Treaſures he had 
heaped up, according to the uſual Cuſ- 

| com 
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tom of ſuch great Lords, who plunder 
Y the Provinces they are ſent to protect. 


Ov unhappy Lovers were ſoon ſe- 
cur'd; the poor Maid of Honour was 
ready to die with Shame, and bluſh'd 
like a Lobſter, and was mute as a 


Carp. 


Now in theſe marine Worlds, Things 
run much on the ſame Plan, as here in 
broad Day- light; andthe little Folks a- 
bout the Court are equally as envious 
of their Superiors, as they are at S. 
James's; ſo that this old, ſurly Lord 
Triton, employ'd himſelf in writing 
Letters to his Friends at Court, fill'd 


with this new and agreeable Piece of 
Scandal. 


Tax was ſoon ſo many Whiſpers, 
Songs, and Lampoons made, that in 
| leſs 
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leſs than twelve Hours Queen Thetis 
was perfectly inform'd of the whole 
Story; which made her chafe, fume 
and ſwell to ſuch a Degree, that who- 
ever ſail'd over her Back, were in a 
moſt dreadful Fright. In ſhort, ſhe 
conven'd the Nazad, and order'd her 
to be confin'd in a Priſon of Ice in 
Greenland. And for her Seducer ſhe 
ſentenc'd him to a Snail-ſhell, where 
ever ſince he has lain ſnug; except 
that now and then he ſhews his Horns, 
to pleaſe ſpiteful Children. But as for 
Cupid, the Cauſe of all their Woe, 
T hetis determined to whip him ſound- 
iy; and ſhe order'd great Bunches of 
Coral to be torn from the Rocks, 
that he might be ſcourged with wet 
Rods. 


Now Reader, if you didn't know it 
ö I muſt needs tells you, that 
when 
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when Coral is in the Sea, it is a Plant 
of a pliant Kind of Nature; like an 
Ozier, and only hardens and grows 
Red with being in the Air; fo at leaſt 
Pliny ſays, if he don't lye — con- 
foundedly. 


Tavs Cupid is become in equal Dan- 
ger, as when he left Venus; and he 
even beheld the Crabs which are the 
Officers of Juſtice to. Tbetis, preparing 
to lay hold of him; but heſlipt out of 
their Claws like an Eel; for he is as 
nimble as a Fawn, when he's in the 
leaſt Danger; and he got ſafe to Earth 
out of the Dominions of his Granam. 
He was not nevertheleſs. out of his Re- 
gion, for he landed. in the Park of Ci- 
bele, his Great-Grandmother. But as ſhe 
was old, wrinkled, hump-back'd, and 
nad her Head cover'd with Church-ſtee- 
les, he was afraid to go near her, 

; Beſides, 
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Beſides, having juſt eſcap'd ſcourging, 
which is the utmoſt — — for 
Children, he was afraid of all his 
Relations; therefore he was determi- 
ned to lie perdue, and atcordingly con- 
veyed himſelf to the Hutts of ſome 
Shepherds, whom he ſaw at a Diſtance. 
Theſe goods Folks receiv'd him very 
kindly, and the firſt Thing they did 
was to give him ſome Cloaths, as they 
found him all naked; little dreaming 
of that inward Heat, he carry'd about 


Ir's impoſſible for me to determine, 
in ſo late an Age, whether the Fear 
of the Rod had made Cupid mote 
- cautious, or whether pitying the Ig- 
norance of his Hoſts, all the Time 
he ſtaid in theſe Quarters x he forbore 
playing them any malicious Tricks. 
And to recompence them for his kind 

Reception, 


JJ 


— 


1, 
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Reception, he taught them to make 
Love. For before this Time, Man- 
kind were unacquainted bow to make 
Love; for all acted by Inſtin& juſt like 
the favage Beaſts, that only aim topro- 
pagate their Species. This heavenly 
Paſſion then, till that Time, which 
ſo inſinuates itſelf in our Hearts, which 
ſo raviſhes our Souls, fo entrances our 
Bodies, Men were ignorant of. This 
Choice-Morſel, till then, was reſerved 
for the Gods, Every Body knows, 
that Love was originally beſtow'd on 
Shepherds; to this we owe all thoſe 
Paſtorals, Songs, and Dances; and 
why ſhould we wonder they become 
ſo excellent in this Art, as they had 
Cupid for their Maſter, who is the 
very God of Love? As alt things are 
beſt at the Beginning; fo Love was 
uncorrupt, and the firſt Lovers Flames 
were all pure and virtuous, 


Tris 
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Tuis little God then, ſo well ma- 
nag'd his Darts, that the Shepherd 
and Shepherdeſſes burnt with mutual 
Flame. To pleaſe each other, both 
were attentive; their Affection was 
reciprocal; they never felt Diſquiets 
nor Jealouſcs, becauſe they never 
entertain'd libidinous Deſires. This 
then was the Golden-Age of Love, 
when every one ſhar'd Love free from 
Pain. But Cupid, at length, growing ti- 
red of theſe fulſome People, left them, 
being determined. to make the Tour of 
the World, which upon account of his 
Youth, had not tiſl then fallen out. 
He flew therefore, to the firſt great 
Town he could find, where he ſtayed 
ſome Time to be acquainted with 
what was going forward in it. The 
firſt Thing he did, was to look * for 
a Service. 
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Now I would not have my Readers 
ſurpriz'd, that ſach a God ſhould ſeck 
out for ſuch an Employment ; for Ser- 
vitude is his very Eſſence. By good 
Luck he got a Miſtreſs that was well 
made, but with a filly looking Face, 
white Hair, a fair Skin, and a iittle 
too ruddy; her Eyes were blue, but 
without Meaning; ſhe was tall, but 
aukward, yet ſomething like hand- 
ſome and agreeable ; we ſhall (with 
your Leave) call her Leonora. All 
Mankind were equally indifferent to 
her, and ſhe ſhew'd a eertain Con- 
tempt z which, however, proceeded not 
from Pride, but from a Coldneſs of 
Conſtitution, which made all her Ad- 


mirers defpair : Indeed ſhe. was ſo very 


ſtupid, that ſhe ſeem'd to lay nothing 
to heart, 


Bur 
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Bur Cupid was not long with her, 
before he practis'd the ſame Trade he 
did when with the Shepherds ; for as 
he had nothing to value himſelf upon, 
but being a good Markſman, ſo he be- 
gan 'to fear he ſhould loſe his Aim, 
for want of Practice. At firſt, by 
way of getting his Hand in, he ſhot at 
Random ; rather out of Play, than 
with an Intent to wound; as Boys 
with Kex's. 


One Day, when Cupid had taken full 
Aim at Leonora, he perceived his Ar- 
row to rebound at his Feet; and on 
taking it up, found it was much blunt- 
ed; this enraged our little Urchin to 
that degree, that he vow'd in Revenge, 
to wound her to ſome Purpoſe. To 
effect which, he choſe out his ſharpeſt 
pointed Arrows, and whilſt ſhe was at 

| | 4 
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a Place, where many Men were got 
together, he levelled ſeveral Shot ar 
her, but they had no Effect on her 


Diamond Heart, and made no more 


Impreſſion there, than Balls do againſt 
the Wall of a Tennis- Court , ſo that 
though he wounded the Hearts of all 
that were preſent, who each in his Turn 
apply'd to himſelf Leonora, yet they ho- 
ped but in vain to obtain her Love. 


Ar length Capid perceived in a Cor- 
ner an over- grown Booby, who had a 
Face that beſpoke an inward Stupidity 
of Soul. He was lank, long, lean 
and boney, and when he mov'd he 
crawl'd about like a Snail, whiſtling 
for want of Thought; and, to com- 
pleat his Figure, he had flaxen-colour'd 
Hair, which hung like a Pound of 
Candles dangling upon each Shoul- 
der behind him ; Cupid poſted himſelf 


to ſmite our She-rebel ; at this Shot, 


Leonara 
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= 
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Leonora loſt all Coldneſs, and became 
violently in Love inſomuch that, no- 
thing but Modeſty reſtram'd her from 
acquainting this queer Spark oſ the true 
State of her Heart, which, however, 
ſhe ſoon after did; and he, good Boo- 
by ! as Luck would have it, return'd 
her Affection with an equal Sublimi- 
ty of Sentiment. 


Never was Love carry'd on, in ſo 
eaſy, indolent, and quiet a Manner. 
Neither had occaſion to uſe Words or 
Sighs; never were two Souls ſo exact- 
ly pair d. All the Addreſs, that Lo- 
vers generally uſe,to bring about their 
Ends, was to theſe extraordinary 
People quite uſeleſs. He made Love 
with his Eyes, and ſhe anſwer'd it by 
Signs, and the moſt ſerious Tranſactions 
of this Play of Love, was, that he 
footed Hours together on his Flute, 
l whilſt 
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whilſt ſhe beat Time to his Harmo- 


ny. 


Ous little God was piqued to Death 
to ſee theſe Drones make Sport of that 
which the moſt wiſe think a very ſe- 
rious Matter, and having nothing to 
do in this Love- affair but look on, 
without being once called to their Aſſiſt- 
ance, he began to conſider what could 
be the Cauſe of this very uncommon 
Love- party: And at length he found 
that he had been deceived, in thinking 
that their Love was owing to his Darts; 
for the Sympathy of their Affections, 
the Similitude of their Actions, Man- 
ners, and Perſons, was the true Cauſe 
of their Love. Thus diſſatisfy' d to 
the laſt Degree with ſerving ſuch a 
Miſtreſs, he deſired his Wages, and 
fought for a new Place. 


Hz 
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Hz ſoon was introduced to a La- 
dy, who paſt all her Time in Read- 
ing. Here he had great Hopes of im- 
proving himſelf, and thought to be 
always employ'd in ſome Buſineſs or 
another, This Lady, whom we ſhall 
call Miſs Blount, had no Portion of 
Beauty; nay, to ſay the Truth, ſhe 
was very ugly ; ſo ugly, that I ſcarce 
dare deſcribe her Figure for fear] of 
offending the Niceneſs of my Reader's 
Imagination, 


GRreaT Readers have no time to 
ſpend in Dreſs, in painting and 
powdering. What was wanting in 
Charms was made up in a piercing 
Wit. She was well acquainted with 
Philoſophy, and the deepeſt Sciences ; 
not that ſhe was at all curſt with Col- 
lege-Pedantry ; her Knowledge was of 

« 
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a far better Stamp. Her Works, in 
Verſe and Proſe, drew about her a 
Crowd of the moſt celebrated Wits 
of the Age. Cupid having thus ſituated 
himſelf, was determined not to remain 
long idle ; but he was a long while 
afraid to ſhoot at his Miſtreſs, finding 
lo many pure Sentiments of Virtue 


and Temperance to combat with ; in- 


ſomuch that he began to entertain ſome 


| Reſpect for his new Miſtreſs, and even 


to ſtand in Awe of her. To this alſo 
he had a further Diſcouragement ; for 
he thought his Miſtreſs ſo ugly, that 
in caſe he ſhould wound her, yet he 
deemed it impoſſible amongſt the whole 
Race of Mortals, to inſpire one with 
a Flame for her. He- was therefore 
determined to try the latter Scheme 
learned Beaple that reſorted! to her 
Houſe, But all this he found to be 
_—" to 
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to no purpoſe, his Arrows, although 
drawn to the Head, might as well have 
been ſhot at the Wind. But what 
moſt enraged him, was the Flattery of 
theſe ſage Perfonages, who not only 
prais*d the Wit of Miſs Blcwnt, and in 
their Poems and Letters to her celebra- 
ted her Beauty, but called her the Sun, 
Moon, roſy Aurora, &c. And in what 
did ſhe reſemble theſe Deities ? Except 
we compare her to the Sun, becauſe 
ſhe was burnt with its Rays; and the 
Moon was only like her, becauſe ſhe 
had a bloated Face; and to the rofy 
Aurora, becauſe ſhe had à red Noſe. 
How ſtrangely then ſhould we be de- 
ceived, if we ſhould take a Poet in 
the literal Senſe, that the Word ſeems 
to imply? Theſe Poets form ingenious 
Ideas of Perſons and Things, which 
feldom bear any Reſemblance to the 
ac and the Caſe, i is that Wo- 
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men love Flattery to that Degree, that 
however ugly they are, they never 
think Men flatter, when they praiſe 
their Charms, whatever they pretend 
to the contrary. For however quick 


ſighted, they may be in other Matters, 


yet they never ſee their own Faults, or 
if they do, they excuſe it to themſelves 
by ſetting it againſt ſome other good 
Quality; and they ſo ſettle this Ac- 
count with themſelves, that the Ba- 
lance always turns out in their own 
Favour. | 

Bur Cupid being very quick-ſight- 
ed, plainly ſaw, that for all he could 
do, no one of his Miſtreſs's Follow- 


ers were the leaſt touch'd with Love; 


for all the Darts he ſhot, when he 
gather'd them up, were not in the 
leaſt bloody ; a ſure Sign of their ma- 
king no Impreſſion; and this did 
but the more determine him, to ſub- 
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due their Pride, and puniſh them ſe- 
verely for their Neglect of the Lady. 
After having at length uſed his whole 
Quiver in vain Efforts, and not know- 
ing where to get new Arrows, or even 
to find Iron to make their Heads of ; 
he ſtole the Blade of our She-favou- 
rite's Penknife, and having fixt it to 
his Mind, he let fly at a certain great 
Wit, worthy of his Miſtreſs's Tri- 
umph, and exactly ſuited to her own 
Form and Standard of make. 


Hrs Size was little, but was graced 
with a large Hump upon his Shoul- 
ders; his Legs were Catſticks, but 
unequally paired ; he was almoſt blind 
with one Eye, and ſaw very little with 
the other; and round their Rims 
was a Scarlet Border of ſo good a 
Colour, that all the Water which plen- 
fully iſſued from them, never faded 

| . their 
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their Tint. But if his Body was thus 
odious, his Mind, was a Maſs of Perfec- 
tion; and his Wit the moſt brilliant 
in the World, Had it been his Fate, 
to have made Love 'in Spain, which 
never happens but in the Night Time, 
he had paſt for a moſt accompliſh'd 
Cavalier. Being thus ſuddenly woun- 
ded, it rained Songs, Sonnets, and 
Madrigals ; never were Veins better 
warm'd, nor Genius more heated, nor 
ever was there ſo great a Profuſion 
of Rhymes. Now indeed all thoſe 
fine Things, he before ſaid in Com- 
pliment, were turned all into Rea- 
lity ; he even now thought his Mis 
treſs a real Sun, a true Star, and the 
actual Aurora. And as his Love be- 
gan from admiring her Wit; ſo the 
brilliant Things ſhe ſaid, quite perſua- 
ded him, that ſhe had not a ſingle Im- 
perfection in her whole Body. 


H 2 I can't 
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I can'T tell whether one Arrow of 
Cupid wounded both at the ſame Time, 
or whether her Flame aroſe from the 
fine Things he ſaid of her; but cer- 
tain it is, that ſhe became equally in 
Love, with our deformed Hero. And 
ſhe very wiſely determin'd, not to let 
his Heart eſcape her; deeming it ve- 
ry unlikely that ſhe ſhould raiſe a 
ſecond Flame. She therefore was not 
behind her Lover in either Proſe or 
Verſe, and Cupid was conſtantly ſpi- 
riting up Anſwers and Replies. The 
Moment he carry'd a Sonnet, he was 
ſent back with an Elegy, and during 
the Interval of Time he took up on 
this Errand, a Madrigal was com- 
poſed; and if by chance any Thing 
extempore came forth, he was diſ- 
patch'd with it, and forc'd to return 
with the Anſwer in a Trice; in which 

kind 
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kind of Work, our Lovers were ſo 
very quick, that they ſeem'd Jugglers 
exhibiting the Slight of Hand. 


Noob got by their Love, but the 
Bookſellers; no other Trade received 
any Benefit from it. No Preſents of 
Fans, Handkerchiefs, or Toys; but 
all their Preſents were Paper. They 
never once made a Ball, or a Con- 
cert, but there was Ballads in plenty; 
and what was ſtill more wonderful, 
and directly contrary to the laudable 
Cuſtom of the Times, there never were 
any Parties or Trips to Marybone Gar- 
dens, nor to any junketting Place 
whatever. Sometimes indeed, they 
walked out into the Park, but then 
there was nothing eat or drank, not 
ſo much as a Diſh of Coffee. Little 
Cupid, ever uſed to Riot and Plenty, 
8 on this Book 
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to think of the Remains that would 
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worm Diet; and I'Il tell you how 
the little Love eſcaped being quite 
ſtarv'd. | 


One Day, as his Miſtreſs was reti- 
red to a certain Wood, breathing ten- 
der Sighs to the Ecchos and Zephyrs, 
he wander'd ſomewhat wide in the 
Thicket, where by good Luck he met 
a pretty Page belonging to a great 
Lady of Quality, who was giving an 
Entertainment at a Houſe a little fur- 
ther in the Wood; and as no Crea- 
tures. ſo ſoon become acquainted as 
Dogs and Pages (under which I com- 


prize all the party-colour'd Tribe) 


Love and the little Page, ſoon ſtruck 
up a Friendſhip together. He im- 
mediately carry'd Cupid to ſee the ele» 
gant Deſert that was prepar'd for the 
Company ; and their Mouths water'd 


fall 
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fall to their Share. Cupid began to 
remember his old Feaſts and Banquets, 
and Nectar of the Gods. But what 
the little Urchin admir'd the moſt, 
was a Diſh of Green Peaſe, that coſt 
the Fee-ſimple of the Ground, on 
which they grew. This good Cheer, 
and the Faith he had in his Compa- 
nion's Word, eaſily made him agree 
to ſupport the great Lady's Tail. 


Tnus he quitted his witty Miſtreſs, 
without ever taking Leave of her; but 
he was vex' d when he recollected he had 
not filch'd ſome Verfes from her, be- 
cauſe ſhe had made him pay for ſome 
Satires he had ſtolen to ſell a certain 
Bookſeller, who is a noted Receiver 
of ſtolen Goods of that Kind. 


Hrs new Lady did all in her Pow- 
er. to find him out elegant and rich 
H 4 Dreſits. 
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Dreſſes. It was ſhe that invented the 
Safþ he was drawn in by certain Pain- 
ters, that ſcruple to draw him quite 
naked, and which Dreſs is even ob- 
ferv'd to this Day. However dan- 
gerous he was reckoned before, his 
former Tricks, were nothing to thoſe 
he has play'd ſince the Invention of 
this looſe Habit. The Lady Am- 
Zraſia, for that was the Name of his 
new Miſtreſs, was a Lady of the firſt 
rate Accompliſhments ; for befides an 
uncommon Portion of Beauty, her 
noble Birth gave her a majeſtick Air, 
which lent her a Superiority over thoſe 
who equalled her in Riches and 
Make; Incenſe and Adoration was 
the ordinary Tribute ach to her 
Merit. 


CUPID, who had been brought 
up in Heaven, began to think himſelf 
in his own S, ; and he diverted 


himſelf 
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himſelf without Controul in her Pa- 
lace ; altho' he was not known but in 
Maſquerade, yet he was quite charm'd 
to ſee the profound Reſpect with which 
the Divinity he ſerved was worſhipp'd, 
by the moſt illuſtrious Perſons. How- 
ever, after ſome time he was pro- 
voked to find, that what Offers and 
Conqueſts his Lady obtain'd, ſhe was 
ſtill without any tender Sentiments, for 
any of her paſſionate Admirers. Am- 
brofia's Pride was ſuch, that of all her 
large Train of Lovers, none durſt 
approach her, but with downcaſt Eyes, 
altho* their high Merits entitled them 
to an equal Portion of Favour. This 
determin'd Cupid to humble this 
haughty Rock, which lifted up its 
Pride above the Clouds. But like an 
artful General, before he erected his 
Battery, he was determined himſelf to 
examine the Ground-work, His Di- 
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vinity eaſily enabled him to dive into 
her Heart; and he was amazed to find 
that Ambroſia had already what he de- 
ſign'd to make there, viz. a Heart 
moſt ſenſible to Love, and which 
blazed with the leaſt Spark, that fell 


on it. But notwithſtanding whatever 


Ardor Love inſpires in thoſe Hearts 


he is Maſter of, or whatever warm 
Declarations her Lovers made to her; 
yet the Lady Ambrofia was Proof a- 
gainſt all their Attacks; ſo jealous 
me was of her Honour. And Pride 
was ſo predominant in her, that ſhe 
had rather periſh a thouſand Times 
than abate the leaſt Title of thoſe 


high born Qualities. For ſhe thought 


if ſhe was to ſhew the leaſt Compaſſion 
to thoſe below her, that her Quality 
was loſt; that her Lovers would be 
puff d up with Vanity, and drop their 
wonted Incenſe to her; and that then 


her 
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her Reputation and Virtue would va- 
niſh. For this Reaſon, pious Lady ! 
ſhe refus'd all out-door Succour, and 

very prudently truſted her Honour to 
the Cuſtody of a ſtrapping Ir; Porter 
who guarded it ſo well, as to keep out 
all foreign Foes. But as ill Luck would 
have it, no Body was ſet to watch 
over the Iriſhman, who was ſometimes 
called upon certain preſſing Occaſions, 
to chaſe away the Vapours, which 
ſometimes are apt to over-power Peo- 
ple of Condition. 


Tus little domeſtic Spy, from whom 
no Breach of Honour ever eſcapes un- 
notic'd, diſcovered one Day, this grand 
Secret; and to raiſe a juſt Shame in 
her, he appear'd before her in that 
majeſtic Form, and with all that 
Beauty, that the too curious Pyche 


ventur d and paid ſo dearly for diſ- 
covering, 
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covering in him. He reproach'd her 
in the moſt ſevere Terms, with the 
grand and irreparable Scandal, ſhe 
had thrown on the whole Empire of 
Love. With the Injury ſhe had done 
to ſo many honourable Lovers, and 
the Meanneſs of truſting her Fame 
with ſo low a Gallant. 


Hx alſo let her underſtand, ſhe did 
not deſerve to participate of the hea- 
venly Joys of true Love. In ſhort, 
to be reveng'd of her, he told her, he 
would quit her Service, and publiſh 
her Shame to the whole Earth. And 
he ſwore by his Flambeau, that as ſhe 
had play'd this foul Trick, he'd be 
even with her ; that he would be her 
declar'd Enemy, and give her the 
Chace in whatever ane ſhe ap- 


pear'd. 


AMB R O- 
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AMBROSIA, who thought, that 
this Viſion, was a Dream, rub'd her 
Eyes to awake herſelf, and only found 
her Page, in the Place of the little 
God; with whom ſhe began to pick 
a Quarrel, and called for her Gentle- 
man Uſher to have him whipt. But 
Love, and the Page, both vaniſh'd 
from her Sight; and then ſhe ſaw 
that it' was Truth, and the Appari- 
tion real; and profited ſo well from 
the Senſe of her Fault, that ſhe retired 
from the World, to a Solitude far diſtant 
from Courts, from Follies, and from 
Seducers; where ſhe has ſince lived 
a ſober and a quiet Life, that does = 
* 


Al rTrHOVOH Cupid was greatly en- 
raged at having ſo ſingular an Af. 
front put upon him; yet he wou' d 
not leave the Earth, thinking he had 

other 
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other things yet to ſee, He enter'd 
into the Service of a Lady call'd Co. 
guetiila; and to play the Part of a 
good Servant, immediately made uſe of 
his Arms to reduce to her Subjection 
many a ſighing humble Servant. This 
was the moſt agreeable thing in the 
World to his Miſtreſs, who paſſed 
for a Prude, She therefore feign'd 
not to underſtand the Cries of thoſe 
Lovers that ſuffer'd for her; ſhe was 
one of thoſe Females we may ſo juſt- 
ly ſtile a Prude Coguet; a Race at 
preſent ſo much multiplied, that one 
ſcarce meets with any thing elſe. 


 Unvpzr this new Miſtreſs, he en- 
dured very much; who altho* ſhe 
had given him a laced Coat, a Hat 
and Feather, and Dreſden Ruffles, yet 
her Freaks were to him intollerable. 
Her principal Paſſion was for Mag- 

nificence 


* 
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nificence, and her Dreſs was always 0- 
verdone. She was ever on the Fidget 


to find out new Modes and Faſhions; 
for to ſay the Truth, her fading Beau- 
ty was very much help'd off by ſuch 
Matters. However, to take her upon 
the whole, ſhe was a good ſhewy Fi- 
gure; which ſhe ſet off with a certain 
manner of Carriage, that made her ve- 
ry agreeable. But her principal Charm 
was that extraordinary Civility and 
Complaiſance, ſhewn to every New- 
comer, whom ſhe was glad enough to 
fix, to ſupply the Place of ſuch as de- 
ſerted her. But on the other Hand, 

thoſe ſhe thought faſt taken in her 
Nets, ſhe uſed with great Severity and 
Rigor. Never was any Body fo aſſi- 
duous to trepan Hearts as this Lady. 
The Fair, the Brown, the Witty, the 
Stupid, the Courtier, the Cit, were all 
alike to her. It was Satisfaction e- 


nough to obtain a new Conqueſt. mn 
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her prime Delight was to ſteal away a 
Lover from one of her particular 
Friends; and her greateſt Grief v was to 
loſe one of her own. 


IT was Coquetilla, that put herſelf in 
the middle way, betwixt the Court 
and the City. If ſhe was with the for- 
mer, ſhe diverted herſelf with the auk- 
ward Figures in the City; if with the 
latter, ſhe conſtantly inveigh'd againſt 
the Inſolence of the Courtiers. She 
took upon her to moderate all Mat- 
ters as to Silks, Lace, Caps, Hair- 
Cutters, Furniture, China, and all 
thoſe fine Things that diſtinguiſh Peo- 
ple of Taſte from the Vulgar. How- 
ever, ſhe took double Care, to keep 
very well with the Citizens, who 
made her rich Preſents, and gave her 
Tickets for Opera's, Plays, and Mu- 

ſick. 
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ſick. Whenever her Lovers com- 
plained to her, of their dolorous Smart, 
ſhe pretended to help them to a Re- 
medy, and by granting a few ſlight 
Favours of little Conſequence, they 
became fo caught, as to be paſt ho- 
ping for a Cure. But ſhe only acted 
hike one of thoſe bad Surgeons, who 
when they meet with a ſlight Wound, 
by their ill Management make it great 
and dangerous, Thus with falſe Ca- 
reſſes, ſhe pour'd more Oil on the Fire, 
and poiſon'd that ſhe pretended to heal. 
Love indeed, did his beſt to ſubdue her 
Heart, and was ſurprized to find, that 
all his Arrows only enter'd the Skin; 
or if at beſt, they made ſome flight 
Wound, it was fo very ſlight, that it 
| healed the next Day, at fartheſt. But 
he was little offended, when he found 
out, that Coquetilla, not content with 
the natural Beauty, Nature had gi- 

| ven 
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ven her, uſed Art. Till then, Cupid 
was an utter Stranger to Artifice 
and Diſguiſe; he was aſtoniſn'd, to 


ſee Paint, Patches, Pomatums, and 


different Changes of Hair. He was 
amazed to behold his Miſtreſs, one 
Day in black Hair, and the next 
in white. And ſeeing her Face blot- 
ted over with Patches, he conceived 
ſhe had ſcratch'd herſelf, or was wil- 
ling to hide ſome Pimples. 


BuT the ſharp Chit had not been 
long at this School, before he learned 
Diſdain and Maliciouſneſs. Love no 
longer taught his Miſtreſs, but ſhe 
inſtructed her little God; and render'd 
him as Coquettiſh as herſelf. Here he 
learnt all thoſe peeviſh Qualities, he 
has ſince praftis'd. He learn'd to be 
a Traytor, perfidious, and unfaithful 
En, * before, he was a Boy of 
| Honour, 
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Honour, and true to his Word; in 
ſhort, he became ſo fantaſtical, and 
unlucky, that there was no ſuch Thing 
as governing him. He, from this 
Time, loſt his Taſte for Sugar-Plums 
and Sweet-meats, and longed after 
dainty Diſhes, and high Living. There 
was now no preſenting him with Corals 
or Drolls; he demanded Toys ſet 
with Diamonds, and inlaid Snuff- 
boxes of Gold. Nothing was grown 
ſo corrupt as that Houſe, inſomuch 
that every body run the Rifk of Ruin 
that enter'd into it. . Nevertheleſs, 
under ſome ſpecious Pretence or ano- 
ther, Caguetilla ſo well play'd her un- 
der Game, 36 
Character. 


Tuts Way of Life laſted for ſome 
Time, and as new Dupes daily ap- 
pear'd, there was daily new Diverſion. 

Some- 
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Sometimes Balls and Dancing were 
in Play, for all Coquets delight in 
this Amuſement; inſomuch, that as 
it was ſaid of old, that the Harp was 
poſſeſ d; ſo we may truly ſay, now 
a-days, the* Fiddle is a bewitching In- 
ftrument. Coquetilla, became at length 
ſo fond of this Exerciſe, that ſhe 
fell in Love with a Dancer, who 
was ſo ugly and ill-made, that he 
owed all his Merit, to the quick Mo- 
tion of - his Feet. But he carry'd off 
the Prize fromſo many Men of Wit 
and Beauty, whilſt her nobleſt Lo- 
vers, were amuſed with ſome tri 
Favours. Cupid enrag'd at this Folly 
ſhot one of his poiſon'd Darts (with 
which he uſed formerly to make Meta- 
morphoſis) at the beloved Fidler; and in 
Spite of his High-capering, he be- 
came changed into a Monkey; and 
with ſome Reſemblance of his firſt 
- Bord 
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Form, he retain'd all his Uglineſs 
and Agility. He was ſometime af- 
ter in the Hands of a Show-man, 
who ſurprized his Audience with his 
Dancing on the Ropes ; which Trade 


perhaps he learnt when he was a 
Man and a Lover. 


AFTER this malicious Trick, play'd 
to his Miſtreſs, Cupid, thought him- 
felf not ſafe in her Houſe, and with- 
out taking any Leave quitted her 
Service. Being ſo very pretty a Fellow, 
he was not long out of Place. Mrs. 
Gains, ſeeing him ſo well dreſs'd, 
thought he would not want a new 
Livery for a long Time, and he wil- 
lingly enter'd into her Service, altho' 
ſhe was only a Milliner ; for he took 
her plodding Face to be quite free 
from that odious Coquettry he had 
been ſo long uſed to. The exquiſite 
Beauty 


166 The TzxmyPLE BZA; 


Beauty of this Woman, made amends 
for a dwarfiſh ungain Figure, and 
hid that groſs Ignorance ſhe had of 
every Thing, but how to turn the 
Penny. So Love here forgot for a- 
while, that he was a Gentleman and a 
Page, and borrowed the Counter Air 
and lived a ſober Cit, But a little 
after, he retook to his Bow, and 
wounded all the Cuſtomers, that en- 
ter'd his Miſtreſs's Shop; yet all their 
Flatteries, tender Things, and civil 
Speeches were thrownlaway. Our Mil- 
liner, was deaf to them all, or ra. 
ther her ſtupid Nature hinder'd a 
Return. He even tried his Darts on 
Mrs. Gains, but without Effect, his 
Arrows were all tip'd with Lead. 


However, ſhe being one Day e- 
quip'd for a Maſquerade, he levell'd 


at her Heart a Purſe of Money, which 
had 
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had better Effect than all his Darts, 
This at once, waked in her Breaſt, 
two different Paſſions, Love and Inte- 
reft ; it's impoſſible to this Hour to de- 
cide, which was moſt predominant 
in her, for one ſeem'd to cheriſh the 
other. It was neither Strephon, nor 
Leander, nor Hylas, ſhe admir'd, but 
the whole Race of Mortals. Then 
it was that ſeveral Cuſtomers arriv'd 
to purchaſe her Merchandize, and at 
the fame Time purchas'd the _Mer- 
chant alſo. | 


Tnus Mrs. Gains was the firſt that 
was ſo prudent as to join Profit with 
Pleafure. Our {tle God, alſo, was de- 
termin'd to purſue his Miſtreſs's Plan 
of things: He who till then never de- 
ſired Money, without it was to buy 
Play-things, now ever kept his Eyes 
on the Counter; and confeſs*d he took 

more 
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more Pleaſure in beholding Pieces of 
Gold than Silver. And that he might 
not be cheated, he turn'd half his 
Quiver into a Caſe for Weights and 
Scales, to ſee that all he took was 
ſtandard Weight. 


A Chauszx-Marp, in the Houſe, 
that was his Confident, inſtructed him 
in the whole Science of Gain; and 
foon after he became ſuch a Decoy- 
duck, that he would no longer make 
Uſe of any Darts that were not tip'd 
with Silver or Gold, and theſe never 
miſſed their Aim. 


Tuus mercenary Love became in- 
troduced into the World, ſo that 
from the - Dutcheſs to the Seullion 
Wench, Love is to be had for Money. 
And we may well alter the Proverb, 
that ſays, no Monty, no Swiſs, to 0 
Money, no Love.” 


la- 
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+ IMMEDIATELY after, Sonnets, Ma- 
drigals, and Love Letters were look*d 
upon as old faſhioned Stuff, and were 
no where current, That even now 
a-days a hundred Stanza's of Verſe, 
are ſold for a Guinea, However, this 
. new Kind of Trade, ,makes it often 
happen that People purchaſe unſound 
Merchandize; for as before, Gallants 
with ſpiritual Money, bought the Souls: 
and Affections of their Miſtreſſes ; now 
a-days, all theſe brutal Minds, only 
obtain the Body and Fleſh, as one 
may buy Swine at a Fair. And as 
the Parliament has thought fit to re- 
quire Bills of Health in the Sale of 
Cattle, ſo in their great Wiſdom they 
ſhould alſo appoint Inſpectors in theſe 
Love-Markets, to certify the Health 
and Soundneſs of the Commodity that 
is on Sale. For the Gods, at length 


I enraged, 
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enraged, took upon them to puniſh 
this ſcandalous T raffick. | 


For Bacchus, ever ſince he had quit- 
ted Ariadne for the Hogſhead, is an a- 


vowed Woman-hater. He therefore 


imported a certain Diſtemper from In- 
dia, which he had conquer'd, to pu- 
niſh the Evil that aroſe from mer- 
cenary Love. This Evil ſpread ſo faſt 
that not one who traded in this Kind 
has hardly eſcaped the Effects of his 
Vengeance. Even little Cupid, him- 
ſelf, was damnably i» for it; for in 
kiſſing and toying with his Miſtreſs, 
like a dutiful Servant, he became in- 
feed with this deadly Venom. 


V E NUS had been f6me Time un- 
eaſy at her Son's long Abſence, and 
was determin'd to ſearch the Earth 
all over to find him ; ſhe order'd there- 
fore 
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fore her Pigeons and Car; and at 
length arrived in London, where, at 
Cupid's Gardens, a Place infamous to 
this Hour, ſhe found her Son amidſt 
2 great Number of Devotees he had 
pick*d up in that righteous City. She 
indeed, ſcarce knew him at firſt Sight; 
for he had quitted his Bow, and had 
acquired a ſickly, wheyiſh Look; ſhe 
ran to him, and embracrd him, and to 
pleaſe him offer d him ſome pretty 
Toy. But he mock'd at that, and 
ſhew'd her Coffers fill'd with Gold and 
Silver; and convinc'd her that he had 
amaſſed together great Wealth ; and 
even told her any one would be well 
off to ſhare the Money, that now 
a-days paſſes in the Commerce of 
Love. ky 


ArTer he had repeated to her all 
his Adventures, he could not help be- 


wailing the ill State of his Health, 


T2 which, 
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which, to ſay the Truth, ſhe at firſt 
perceived. She carried him, therefore, 
without Loſs of Time to Aſculapius, 
and prayed him to cure -him out of 
Hand ; but this was beyond his Power, 
for he was forced to ſend to India 
for Medicines to effect his Cure He 
was alſo willing to have the Aſſiſtance 
of another Deity called in. Mercury 
at length, undertook the Cure; but 
not without letting him ſuffer a lit- 
tle, which he did to be revenged of him 
for the many Jaunts he had taken 
to the Earth to find him out, | 


Warren he was well, Venus carry'd 
him Home, where ſince ſhe has kept 
a kind of Court, and ſhe conſtantly 
overlooks his Conduct. It's true, he 
is become much wiſer of late, and 
when he is naughty, inſtead of Rods, 
his Mother threatens him with Mer- 


4 
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cury. This has a much better Effect 
upon him, than all other Chaſtiſement. 


Ever ſince this Time he has ab- 
horred mercenary Love, and he con- 
ſtantly ſwears by his Quiver and Bow, 
that he*ll never more turn Bawd; 
and that his Arrows ſhall never reach 
thoſe who are fond of pecuniary Love. 
He offers his Succour, alone to thoſe 
truly worthy Lovers, who, ſeek after 
Wit, Beauty, and Virtue, all of them 
Gifts of Heaven. But for all lucra- 
tive, brutal Lovers, he abandons them, 
and leaves them to the Remorſe of 
their Crimes, and will no more allow 
them to be lawful Subjects of the 
Empire of Love. 


428 
w 


13 CHAP. 


174 „ 1711 BEA: 


E 


A ſhort Chapter but abounding with 
Matter. 


S ſoon as the Tale was ended, 
and proper Compliments made 
to Angelica, Mrs Harris, who introdu- 
ced Miſs Gripe into this Aſſembly, 
let her know it was Time to go home, 
and with a profound Reverence ſhe 
took Leave of the Company, who, 
for ſome Time after, entertain'd them- 
ſelves with making Remarks on the 
great Beauty, and ſuperlative. Igno- 
rance of this young Creature. 


FENNY, being return'd home 
could not contain the Pleaſure ſhe had 


received from having ſeen the Beaux 
Monde, 
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Monde, and with the many fine Things 

ſhe had heard. She gave private Or- 
ders to her old Nurſe to receive ſuch 
Books, as were ſent her, and to hide 
them under the Matraſs of the Bed, 
for fear her Mother, who us'd fre- 
quently to tumble over her Trunk, 
ſhou'd diſcover the Treaſure. The 
Books were fent ſoon after from Mr. 
Blaze. They were the fix Volumes of 
the Arabian Night's Entertainment. She 
immediately lock*d herſelf up in her 
Room, and fell to reading them, from 
Night till Morning, with ſuch an Ex- 
travagance, that ſhe ſcarcely ever cat 
or drank; and when they wanted her 
to work, as uſual, ſhe feign'd Sick- 
neſs, pretending ſhe had not flept 
all Night, and her Eyes were weak, 
proceeding from this Rage of Read- 
ing. Beſides which, ſhe gave other 
Signs of her new acquired Learning. 


h I4 IT 
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IT is very natural for us, when we 
read of a ſuppoſitious Man in ſuch 
Books, to figure to one's ſelf that he 
is like ſome Man one knows. So 
| Jenny thought Celadon (the Hero of 
the. laſt Romance ſhe had read) was 
the ſame Figure, Shape, and Air, as 
Mr. Blaze; and as Afirea was de- 
{cribed to be very handſome, ſhe con- 
ceited, that ſhe was her exact Reſem- 
blance. For a young Girl is never 
backward in attributing to herſelf more 
Charms than is her Share. In a Word, 
ſhe conceited that all that Celadon ſaid 
to Mræa, Mr. Blaze fpoke in his own 
proper Perſon to her ; and ſhe thought 
herſelf very happy in having obtain'd 
ſo very gallant a Lover; and ſo ſtrong- 
ly ſhe became infatuated by reading 
ſuch Sort of Books, that ſhe actually 
fell in Love with Mr. Blaze. For 

it 
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it very often happens, that ſuch 
who have been brought up without a 
due Intercourſe with the World, fall 
in Love with the firſt Man they 
meet. 


Mx are not to wonder then if Jenny, 
who had been educated in the utmoſt 


Obſcurity, who had never read, nor 


had ever ſeen any Body, ſhould be 
caught in this Net. For this, will 
ever be the Caſe of a narrow Edu- 


cation. She could never quit her dear 


Romances, except to go to Angelica's 
Houſe; and ſhe contriv'd all Occa- 
fions to get thither. Mr. Blaze who, 
by this Time was acquainted with 


her Mind, miſs'd no Opportunity of 


ſeeing his Miſtreſs, 


Hz was amazed, that in ſo ſmall 
a Time, ſhe could get through ſo ma- 


15 


* 
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ny Books, as he daily ſent her. But 
he was ſtill more ſurprized, at the 
Benefit ſhe obtained by reading, and 
at the vaſt Change it wrought in 
her Mind. She was now become the 
Leader of all Diſcourſe, and ſhew'd 
marks ſhe made, was not owing to 
a Want of Capacity, or Want of Wit; 
but to a total Omiſſion of all Educa- 
tion. | 


Ma. Blaze, was alſo greatly rejoic'd 

to find that he dally made a great 
Progreſs in het Heart. For as ſhe had 
choſen Aftrea for her Model, ſo ſhe 
imitated all her Words and Actions, 


in even pretending the ſame Rigor 
towards Blaze, that the former held to 
her Shepherd Celadon. But ſhe was not 
as yet become fo dextrous, but that 
Blaze very well perceived her true 

| Sen- 
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Sentiments of him. And the better 
to deceive her he talk'd to her in- 
tirely in the Stile of Romances. He 
was eternally complaining of her Cru- 
elty, and of his Miſery. And he prac- 
tis'd all the Grimace of the moſt paſſi- 
onate Lover. This infinitely pleas'd 
Miſs Jenny, who was charm'd at the 
being addreſs*d juſt in the Faſhion 
and Form diſplay'd in her favourite 
Books. And as ſoon as ever Blaze 
faw her weak Side, he read over a- 


gain the Hiſtory of Aſtreaa and Celadon ; © 


nay, he even aſſumed that Name in 
his Letters, and ſhe in Return called 
herſelf Atraa; indeed he fo exactly 
conform'd himſelf to thofe laudable 
Hiſtories, that they ſeem'd, as it were, 
to revive the very Being of thoſe Lo- 
vers; if ever they had any Being at 
all. 


HER 
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Ha Shepherd ſupply'd her with 


freſh Romances, which ſhe ſtudied Day 
and Night, fo that in a very little 
Time, ſhe became the greateſt Prate- 
a pace and Coquet of that Quarter of 
the Town. Jenny's Father and Mother. 
very ſoon ſaw the different turn ſhe | 

took, and was amazedto ſee how much 
ſhe was improved fince ſhe had kept 
Company. They complained ſhe was 
already ſpoil'd, and to get rid of her, 
they were determin'd to marry her off, 


as ſoon as poſſible. All the Diffi- 


culty was, to determine right as to 
the two Parties that offer'd themſelves. 
It's true, he was engaged to the firſt, 


but the latter was out of all Com- 


pariſon the moſt rich. 


Tax old Woman deteſted Smart, ever 
ſince the Adventure of the Hargficord 
and 
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and Looking-Glaſs z and from that time, 
when ſhe mentioned him, it was by the 
Name of Mr. Confound-all; and Gripe 
never could endure him, ſince the 
Law-Buſineſs with Lucretia. 


Tnouon poor Smart thought he 
had conquer d all Difficulties, by the 
Preſent he had made the ſordid old 
Woman; and by the Diſcharge he 
had obtain'd from Lacretia's Uncle; 


yet theſe old People were hourly beat- 


ing about for an Occaſion to break 
with Smart, and fix Matters with 
Bedcott. The former's Folly, ſoon 
help them to the thing they ſought for, 
and they took Time by the Fore-lock. 
It happen'd one Day that Miſs Jen- 
ny ſaw him diſplay a great Deal of 
Gold, he had about him, which he 
told her, he had won at Play, Mr. 
Gripe, and his Wife ſeeing him thus 


get 
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get Money by the Buſhel, were ſome 


Time in Suſpence, whether to let him 


have Jenny or not. But an old Un- 
cle, a reverend Eccleſiaſtick, ſhew*d 
them, that tho* Fortune had help'd 
him to win fix hundred Guineas to-day, 
yet to-morrow ſhe might make him 


knew, all his Subſtance; at leaſt, 
this was a very good Opportunity 
for them to break off the Match. 
And to add to his Miſhap, the Cur, 
Fillups, met Gripe the next Day, in 
the Street, and aſk'd him how the 
Marriage proceeded; and without ſtay- 
ing for a Reply; well, well, (ſays he) 
be the Match as it will we flea'd your 
! We made him pay two 
thauſand for his Folly, and then he 
told him the whole Story. Mr. Gripe, 
would fain have had Fillups to have 
gone home with him, to inform his 


Wife 


loſe a thouſand; nay, for aught he 
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Wife of this ſecret Hiſtory of Smart 
great Weakneſs; but Fillups reply d, 


2 invited to a good Feaſt, and 
good Dinner he would have 


left his own Wife in the Lurch. For 
this Proctor, like many of his Brethren 


made his Belly his God, ſo that 


Gluttony was the principal Obje& 
of his Adoration; for he confidered 
that to-morrow we die. 


by Jas ſage Parents; they deter- 
mined to break off the Match, out 


of Hand, of which that very Evening 


they gave him ſome Intimations. But 
be being not very willing to take their 
Word, Jeu herſelf, let him know 
ſhe would never be his Wife; for if 
ſhe was forced to marry him, ſhe 
ſhould be eternally miſerable. Thus 


finding it in vain to ftrive againſt 


Tursg Matters, being duly weigh'd 


— 
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Wind and Tide, he came to a Re- 
ſolution to wait on her no more; 
and the next Day delivered up the 
Articles that were ſigned, which were 
immediately deſtroy d. Whether they 
were burnt or torn J can't poſitively 
determine, but I am inclined to think 
the former, as Fires were then in Sea- 
ſon. He took Leave of the Com- 
pany with a good Grace, and proffer 


of his Service, which the old Folks but 


little regarded; ſo he loſt #wo Miftreſſes 
and bis Money by this rueful Treaty. . 


Bur he's now at Liberty to fur- 
niſh out ſome new Hiſtory of the 
like Kind; which I mention to ſhow 
he was neither kill'd, maſſacred, nor 
aſſaſſinated, which an Author leſs con- 
ſcieatious than I am might have ea- 


E fily * about. 
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Tux Moment that Gripe had got 
rid of Smart, he fat about finiſhing 
Matters with Bedcott; but when the 
Subject of the Settlement came on 
the Tapis, there was no End of Bick- 
ering betwixt them. Gripe and his 
Wife inſiſted on the ſame Settlement 
that Smart had made; and they thought 
this very reaſonable conſidering his 
ſordid Appearance and droniſh Nature. 
But he was for making ſuch a Set- 
tlement as ſuited beſt wich his ſtingy 
Diſpoſition, and would haggle ſor a 
Wife, as he would for 4 Piece of Cloth. 
However, Mr. Cupid got the betterof his 


Soul, and he Jet himſelf be bridled - 
according to their Will ; ſo the Day 
for ſigning the Settlement was fixt; 


a Collation was prepar'd ; Friends in- 
vited, and Bedcott ſigned in due Form 


and Courſe of Law. 
Bur 
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Bur when it was deliver'd Jenny 
to ſign, the Father relying on her 
uſual Obedience, ſhe refuſed to take 
the Pen. At firſt he thought it was 
Virgin- Modeſty, but at length after 
many Remonſtrances from her Father, 
ſhe thank'd her Parents for the Pains 


they had been at, in finding out a * 


Huſband for her, but that in Effect 
ſhe ſhould chooſe for herſelf, That 
ſhe was handſome enough to hope 
for many better Offers, and ſhe truſt- 
ed Fate would doom her to ſome Man 
of Quality; that at leaſt ſhe expec- 
ted a Lover in a Coach and Six, with 
a ſuitable Attendance. She urged the 
Examples of Lady O———y, Mrs. 
and many others, who had 
made their Fortune by their Beauty, 
and married Men of Rank. That, at 
the worſt, ſhe was yet but young, and 
could wait to ſee what Fate was 

reſerved 
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reſerved for her, and that at all Events, 
ſhe did nat. Deſpair of obtaining a 
better Man than Bedcott, who was 
the Picture of Ill-Luck and Mis- 


GRIP E, regarded his Daughter, 
with a Rage that almoſt choak'd up 
his very Words. © You vile Baggage, 
you (ſays he) where: did you ga- 
ether up this Load of Preſumption ! 
«© What, theſe are the Fruits of the 
<« keeping Company with the fine 
| © Miſs Angelica i Ne truly, you do 
« well, very well to lay down a Plan 
<« for yourſelf, that might even ſtag- 

te ger the Vanity of a Woman with 
<« twenty thouſand Pounds to her 
% Fortune, — Yau, forſooth! — Yes, 
** you!— that have not a Great to re- 
* ly on I- What Devil could put it 
“into your Head to dream of Beau 
** and Rakes /— Creatures, that after 
| „ con- 
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*©: conſuming their own Fortunes, de- 
4 your their Wives alſo.— But thank 
* God! thank God I—I know how 
& to deal with you, and how to teach 
* Obedience to diſſolute Daughters.“ 
When you have been ſix Months of 
your Liſe in Maler, with you Aunt 
Praldence; you' Il. ſing another Tune 
Go, Miſtreſs Contradi/Fion ; —Trundle, 


e, up poor Bun; nas gi a 


NEO We bitch 
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Girl, who hitherto had lived ſo inno- 
cent 4 Life, and paid an entire Sub- 
miſſion to her Patent's WIIIl. But 
what made her ſo refolüte, was her 


Paſfion for Mr. Blaze, Beſche chat 


commenc'd it was the ſame to her 


whoever ſhe married. When Gripe s 
Rage began t to r be made 2 


7 was ka 
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Excuſes to the Company, but par- 
ticularly to Mr. Bedcott, and ſaid the 
Marriage was at an End; he lamented 


the Folly of Youth, that never Eno 
its own, * | 


% Goop God (quoth he) how Times 
* are changed! How the Age is 

« perverted | — All | filial Obedience 
« js at an End! — I well remember 
&« Ho. I lived with my Father !—Poor 
„ Man, his Soul is in Heaven We 
all of us, Children, us'd to ſet op- 


<« polite him in his Study; but the 
« boldeſt of us did not dare to do ſo 


2M much as to ſpit before him With 
„ one ſingle Word, he made the whole 
<< Houſe tremble — Not eyen I, who 


did not marry till forty, ſcarce durſt 


speak to him; much leſs contra- 


; 22 him!“ Grips ſtill went on, 
. railing at has FO! of young People. 


"has fo But 
n 
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But his Wife determined he ſhould 


. «© Honey (fays ſhe) it's true, as 
«© you fay, the World is ſtrangely per- 
verted indeed. When we were 
young, we were forced to live with 
* fuch Modeſty, that the moſt au- 
«* dacious of us, never durſt lift up 
sher Eyes to look at a young Man! 
e Our Days were paſt in civil Pu- 
< xility! — But now-a-days Girls are 
as impudent as Court - Pages, this 
© comes of giving them too much 
Liberty; whilſk Jenny was kept 
44 at home to her work, ſhe never fi/b'd 
& in rroubled Waters. But ſince ſhe has 
e been permitted to go ta. Angelica 's, 
here ſhe has ſeen * 
« Fools and Coxcombs, all our 
« of her is come to naught... My 
„ God! how filly we were to give 


6 © herſo much Liberty.“ 


Mas. 


ö 
b 
; 
1 
2 


Or, the Town CoqQuETS. 191 


Mus. Harris, who had been called 
to the Wedding-feaſt, and who affected 
to know a great deal of the World, 
with a large Crack with her Fan, ob- 
ſerved, <* When you reflect on the 
young Lady your Daughter, pray 
4 ceaſe to reflect on Madam Angelica 3 
«© Houſe, where there frequents many 
People of Wit and Quality; all of 
* whom behave with ſuch Reſpect and 


«« Diſcretion, that it may be called the 


School of Virtue and Wiſdom. Nay 


" perhaps, Madam, a young Woman 


«© that is ſenfible of her Charms, is 
<« notaltogether ſo much in the wrong. 


It's true, that keeping good Com- 
* pany gives one an Air that under- 


« ir Mortals cannot arrive at; 


* therefore it's not furpriſing, that a 
pretty young Lady ſhould not be 


2 — n N 


« Match, 
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Match, when ſhe has ſo much 


<< Cauſe from her Merit to hope for 
better Things. I pity my Couſin 


% Bedcott, who would never follow my 


« Advice, which was to take time and 

gain his Miſtreſs's Affection by 
6 Aſſiduity, rather than merely to 
* truſt to filial Obedience. At leaſt, 
«© by perſuing this Plan, he would 
, have difcover'd by degrees her Ha- 
4c tred to him, and have prevented 
tc the Diſgrace of this public Refu- 


ful.“ 


o | You are very much! in the right, 
(ſays che Clergyman that was Miſs 
Jens Uncle) when People marry 
e they ought firſt to know one ano- 
«© ther's Tempers. But, nevertheleſs, 
* my Niece has done ill to diſobey 
« her Parents; eſpecially as herzRea- 
pe "ſing For it are quite chimerical, in 
40 hoping 


* ” 
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e hoping to marry ſome Man of Qua- 
« lity; Parents beſt know what is 
« good for their Children. How few 
People make their Fortune by their 
« Beauty! — It betrays a hundred 
« where it raiſes one! —But here is 
© no Pretence for a Refuſal, for the 
Match that offers is infinitely above 
* her, and the Gentleman capable of 
* maintaining her after the moſt gen- 
<< teel Faſhion.” | 


Nou have hit the Nail on the Head 
(cries out John Bedcott, Eſq; whoſe 
Timidity and Rage had hitherto bound 
him to Peace) certainly, the moſt 
«© happy Marriages are, where People 
are of the ſame Quality, Si tu vis 
4 nubere nube pari. And I love at my 

„Heart the Law that Diodorus Siculus 
< mentions to have prevail'd in old 


* Egypt + that every one ſhould con- - 


9 1 *© tinue 


— 
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4 tinue in their Father's Employment; 
"<< and this is a Law obſerv'd at this 
Day by the Chineſe, who make every 
* Man follow his Father's Trade. 


- 


- 
_— 
„ 


«© But as our modern Policy is not 


46 half ſo good, 1 wonder not at Miſs 
. « Jenny's Conduct; perhaps fhe may 


% not find in me ſufficient Merit. 
< However, her Refufal ſhall never 
ci hinder me doing her all the good 
„ that lies in my Power, and I ſhall 
«© ever be glad to ſerve her. At leaſt, 
« have this ion to her, that 


"OS hinder in me any future 


% Thoughts of a Wife. For, to ſay 
« the Truth, I began to diſtruſt and 
de uneaſy with ſuch Forms and Ce- 


„ remonies, which are quite contrary 
* to my Nature. I had rather marry 


+ like the Mob, who dom fos thel 
Wives but in a Pew, or arr. 
- 68 unt rhe Pillar of a Church, and 


« who 
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« who only obſerve, and require a Wife 
to be neither blind nor hump-back'd. 
à But ſince I have been deceiv'd, I 
* tnuſt endeavour to find Comfort 
* and Confolation, in Seneca and Pla- 
4 tarch, and the whole Duty of Man.” 
After this a Collation, that Bedcott had 
order'd, was ſerv'd up, which being 


ſoon devoured, all the Company de- 
parted to their reſpective Homes. 


n A 


Loaſs of _ 


196 The TEILE Brav; 


OCHAP WL 4 
In which this Hiſtory is concluded. 


B EDCOTT after revolving things 

over, and over, in his-Mind, be- 
gan to thank his good Angels for 
delivering him from the Match; or 
rather from the Horns he might have 


_ reaſonably expected to have had, if 


= 


he began to regret the Expence of 
the Collation, almoſt as much as the 


— 


Tur next Day to puniſh their 
Daughter's Inſolence, Pride, and Diſ- 
obedience, they ſent her to a certain 
ſeyere old Lady's Houſe, who had 

_— 1 3 
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been recommended to them as a pro- 
per Perſon to tame her High- Flights. 
But this turn'd out but a poor Ex- 
pedient ; ſhe went out of the Frying- 
Pan into the Fire. For in Truth, 


this old metbodiſt Lady, with all her ap- 


parent Sanctity, had noother Way of ſub- 


ſiſting herſelf, than by the Penſions ſhe 


got of her Boarders. Her Houle, 
therefore, was a Rendezvous for all 
run-away Daughters, big-bellied Maids 
and Wives elop'd from their Huſbands; 
and I have ſince been told, that a cer- 
tain Gentleman, too great indeed to 
be named here, had twice recover'd his 
Wife out of her Hands, having in 
vain, fond Man! ſearched the whole 
Kingdom -over for her. He ſearch*d 
indeed for his um, and let every Man 


Ha take Livery and Seizin of. his Goods. For 


thoſe here that had ſilyer and gold 
Keys, never wanted Admittance to 
Mrs. Fainly' s Houſe, for that was the 

K 3 old 
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old Hag's Name. Where, upon proper 
Terms, Parlours and Privacy was at 
every one's Service. m, ſoon let 
Mr Blaze know where ſhe was con- 
fin'd; and that he might ſee her, pro- 
vided he uſed Precaution and Secrecy, 
And whenever ſhe went out, her Chair- 
Men never aſk'd her which way they 
were to go, they knew their Way to 
Blaze's Houſe in Hill-Street, Never 
any Lover, found a better Opportuni- 
ty to play all the Game without any 
Lookers on. Whereas, when Jenm was 
in the World, he ſaw her but ſeldom, 
and fpoke to her by Stealth. He 
chank d her, over and over, for the 
us Action ſhe had done for him, 
and commended the Spirit, ſne had 
demonſtrated on the Occaſion. I ſhall 
neither trouble my Reader nar felf with 
giving a Detail of all the paſſionate 
and amorous Matters that an betwirt 
our 


wv 2 0 
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our Lovers ; but all I know for cer- 
tain, is, that ſhe agreed ina little Time 
to run away with Blaze. He had no- 


thing to do but propoſe, for Jenm was 
all Obedience. 


I SHALL leave it to my Reader, to 


make Comments on her want of Diſ- 


cretion. I am not here writing a Mo- 
ral Book, but relating Facts as they 
really happen'd. I am not in the leaſt 
bound to juſtify her Conduct, being 
not paid for that; as many are that 
write the Hiſtory of great People. She 
was in Truth ſtolen away by a Lad- 
der, that was ſet there on Purpoſe, 
under Pretence of repairing the Houſe. 
Jenny ſtept into the Coach and Six; 


Blaze was poſſeſt of his Treaſure; and 


carried her to a Caſtle of his, ſome- 
where in the Weſt of England. It was 


in vain to endeavour to find out where 
the 
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the Lovers were gone. Mr. Gripe, the 
next Day, indeed rais'd the Hue and 
Cry, and ſaying many cruel Things 
on the Wickedneſs of the Age, he 
commenc'd a Suit againſt fix Perſons 
unknown, in blue lac'd Liveries, with 
Coctades in their Hats; who having not 
the Fear of God before their Eyes, bad 
contrary to the Peace of this Realm, 


and at the Inſtigation of the Devil, 


forced his Daughter, voLENS NOLENS 


from Kenſington. And, at length, a 


Proclamation was ifſued out to ap- 
prehend their Hats and Feathers, their 
tall Make, and brown Complexions, 


THrs is all he obtain'd by this 
Law-fuſs, except the Reputation of a 
Madman, for thus uſeleſly publiſhing 
his Daughter's Folly to the whole 
Earth. But if ever I get any fu- 
ture Intelligence of the Conduct of 

Jenm, 
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Jenny, I aſſure you on the Word of 
an Author, Ill bring all to Light. | 


W are now at Leiſure to return 
to Lucretia, whom we left under great 
Difficulties, on Account of a Diſpo- 
ſition that began to be very grievous. ? 
The better to conceal which, for 
ſome Time paſt, ſhe did nothing but 
rail at the Vanity of this World, and 
the Difficulty there was for People 
to keep their Reputations, that en- 
ter'd into the pleaſurable Scenes of 
it; On the Infidelity and Perfidi- 
ouſneſs of Mankind; of the Cheats 
and Artifices they made uſe of, to 
ſurprize the fair Sex, and all this 
ſhe brought out at ſuch ſubtle Times - 
that no one ſuſpected her real Caſe. 


Sur ſaid that Feaſts and Balls, which 
ſo much delighted young People, had 
a | only 
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only their Charms for a ſhort Seaſon, 
juſt during the giddy Part of Youth; 
but that in the End they afforded no 
real Satisfaction; that for her Part ſhe 
had had a Surfeit of them, and had loſt 
all Taſte for them, and was only fond 


of a retir'd Life, | 


Su haunted Churches, and Me- 
thodiſt Aſſemblies; and her Reading 
was changed from Romances, to Tay- 
lers holy living and dying, the Lady's 
Library, and the Pilgrim's Progreſs. She 
was continually enquiring after Chari- 
ty Sermons, and Morning and Even- 
ing Lectures. She was very fatirical 
upon Patches, Paint, Ribbands, Pom- 
poons, Pigtails, and every Kind of 
Drefs, but large Hoops. 


Taz whole Quarter of the Town, 


where Lucretia liv*d, rang of her Me- 
thodiſm 
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thodiſm, and every Body thought ſhe 
wou'd ſoon become ſuch a Devotee, as 
to quit all Intercourſe with the World. 
And indeed this ſoon happen'd, for 
ſhe retir'd to Mrs. Fainly's, eſteem'd 
a perfect Convent for Sanctity. There 
ſhe ſoon reſum'd her Acquaintance 
with Miſs Ferry, and they inſtructed 
each other with the Hiſtory of their 
Amours; but their Intimacy laſted 
not long, for Miſs Jenny, as is before 
obſerved, ſoon gave them the Slip; 
nor did Lucretia ſtay much after 
her for ſhe left that Place, in 

which ſhe had denied to ſee all her 
former Acquaintance, and boarded 
herſelf at a M:dwife's at Hammerſmith , 
where ſoon after, ſhe was delivered 
of a fine Boy; whoſe Education ſhe 
intruſted to the ſame good Woman. 


Two or three Months, being paſt, 
ſhe return d Home to her Uncle; 


- bur 
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but ſo mortified and pale, and with 
ſuch reſign'd Looks, that ſhe paſſed 
for the moſt ſanctified Met hodiſt in Lon- 
don. With theſe Looks, and her hy- 
pochondriacal Diſcourſe, ſhe deceiv'd 
even thoſe that knew her, in her gay- 


eſt Days; ſo that Madam Harris ve- 
rily believ'd ſhe would make a ſuita- 


ble Match for her Couſin Bedcott. He 
poor ſoul ! ſince he miſs'd of Fenny, did 
nothing but rail at the Coquetry of 
the young Women of the Age; ſo had 
vow'd to God never to eſpouſe any 
one whatever, that was not brought 
up a Metbodiſt. Upon which, Mrs. 
Harris propoſed Miſs Lucretia to him, 
whoſe ſevere Conduct had gain'd him 
the Applauſe of all little Minds. The 
only Difficulty was, to prevail on her, 
again to think of worldly Matters. 


Mrs. Harris undertook this Part 


of the Difficulty ; which ſincerely re- 
: joic'd 
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joic'd Bedcott, who thereby would be 
freed from the trouble of Courtſhip. 
However, he ſubmitted to be a hear- 
er of the Buſineſs, and was wonder- 
fully edified by liſtening to the Ha- 
rangues of Lucretia, on the Miſeries 
of this tranſitory Life, and upon the 
Charms of Retirement. He therefore 
never durſt open his Lips, about 
Love or Marriage to her, for he poor 
Soul, was fearful of that, even to 
Girls devoted to earthly Enjoyments. 
When his Couſin broke the Buſineſs 
to Lucretia, ſhe was full three Months 
before ſhe would liſten to the Pro- 
poſal. Sometimes ſhe pretended it 
was a Trial ſent from God to prove 
her Stedfaſtneſs; and ſhe then deſi- 
red Time to aſk of God by Prayer, 
if it was fitting that ſuch an Affair 
ſhou'd take Effect? At length ſhe 
conſented to be married, but with 
| L the 
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the ſame apparent Reluctancy as if 
ſhe had been going to the Gallows. 


Mas. Harris ſoon advertiz*'d her 
Couſin of the joyful News; who was 
ſo raviſh'd with having got the Con- 
ſent of ſo ſqueamiſh- a Lady, that he 
ſtood upon no Terms as to Settlo- 
ments; but ſettled his all upon her; 
thinking that ſuch a religious Perſon, 
could not deceive him, nor commit 
the leaſt Errer in Point of Judg- 
ment. Wi * | 


Bur to deceive him the better, ſhe 
bought all Sorts of neceſſary Houſe- 
hold Furniture, out of the Remains 

of Smart's Contraft-money, and only 
paid down a third, and eaſily left the 
reſt on his Credit. 
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Tavs ſhe appear'd to Bedcott a 
Miracle of Prudence, in acquiring fo 
many Things, with ſo little Money 
And for the idle Cuſtom, of laying 
out a large Sum of Money in Preſents 
at Weddings, theſe ſhe abſolutely re- 
fuſed ; which gain'd much upon Bed- 
cott, as he found ſhe avoided all Op- 
portunities of putting him to any Ex- 
„ 


Bur what pleas'd him the moſt, 
was, that all Ceremonies were to be 
avoided ; and ſhe was only to leave 
her Home and meet him at the Church, 
and then go to his Houſe ; who ve- 
rily believed from his Heart, that he 


was poſſeſſed of the very F lower of 
Virginity. — 
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Tuvs able Fowlers, put one Bird in 
a Trap to take another. — As far 


the Viſcount, all that I can learn of 
him is, that he was ſtab'd in 1zaly for 
attempting to debauch a Nun of a great 
Family. And when it ſhall happen, 
which in all probability may not be 
in a Hurry, that the Lives of mar- 
ried People will bear the Preſs, you 
may expect x further Account of theſe 

two worthy —_ | 
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